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RE FACE. 


Aving receiv d Aſſurance (and that from Good 

| Hands) that a Diſcourſe lately publiſh'd, and 
entituled, Plain Engliſh, has met with ſome 

Iucceſs and Acceptance in the World, (more than I dur(t 
ave expected) I am the rather encourag d to ſend theſe 
Iwo Plain Diſcourſes (tho' not at firſt Tf ned for the 
els) on the ſame Errand, being upon the = Subject; 
e one fitted to ſtir up the Spirits of Reformers, the other 
ep the Mouths of Scorners, who hate to be Reform d; 
ud intended with the ſame Sincerity, to promote the 
heat and Seaſonable Work-of Reformation. And that 
ey will not altogether miſs their End, I have ſore 
round to hope, becauſe I have been formerly aſſured bj 
boſe Worthy Perſons (whoſe Diſpleaſure I have ſince in- 
wrd) that ſome part of the firſt (which at their Deſirt 
A 3 I prints 
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1 printed in an Half-ſbeet, to be gi ven away as t 
2 has pang à little Jer wecall- to 83 D. 
„ien; and tis not unlikely that the ſame, or greater Sw 
ceſs, may attend it entire. 
The other Sermon I preach d at their Requeſt, but tl 
have deſired me to let the World know, that it was in th 
Private, and not in their Publick Capacity, as Membe 
of the Societies for Reformation of Manners: 4 
I will add, for their river Vindication, before they k 
(or could know) what manner of Spirit I was of. 
For now ſome think it 1j for their Credit and Inter 
(and I am not muchconcern d to thwart their Deſign), 
have 2 fer an Interloper: "Though I uſt « 
only fr 


ti only from a very few at h Top that Thave had | 9252 
Rebukes; vo being much converſant with'Great Perſe 1 


are aſham'd (tis like) of any thing ſo ill-bred and « 
courtly,asPlain Engliſh, or Truth without Diſguiſe; / 
of having ſuch Bunglers amongſ? them, as cannot R 

orm the World, n Offending it. So true is tl 


| Remark of cur Divine Mr. Herbert. 


| Gold and the Goſpel never did agree, 
Religion always ſides with Poverty. 


But tis not their, ner any Mens Cenſure, ſhall perſuade 
that J have no Part nor Lot in this Matter; or | 
vail with me to deſiſt from what I know # my indiſ| 
Able Duty ; and wherein, perhaps, I have acted as 
cerely, and with as good Wore as any of my Cen 
vers; and what I am as much concern d as any, to ſee t 
| Succeſs of ;, for all the Hopes I babe in ths Life, dep: 

pon it, and muſt ſtand or fall with it. 1 
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They muſt be blind to a. great degree, ho tannot dif- 
4 Black end Threatning Storm to hang over our 
'T — — Enemy comes on like . : _ and 
but too likely a Proſpett of carrying all before bim: 
that if 255 this N be . theſe Proud 
ers be ſtay d, it muſt be by engaging the Lord of 
to ſtand up for our Help: For he that bx to 
Arm of Fleſh, that is, to Fleets, and Armies, leans 
upon 4 Broken Reed; (eſpecially conſidering how 
ous, bow united our Enemies are; and, what u to 
and many others, the greateſt Damp, what deſperate 
hedneſs and Prophaneneſs reigns among our Forces both 
des amd Land); in which, if our Adverſaries can 
ſs n, they muſt have the Legion: of Beelzebub 
moſt them; for ſure nothing can exceed what I have 


wo pond beard my ſelf, on this ſide Hell. 
p | 


And it likely that a Bleſſing ſhould attend thoſe Arms 
ih are born by the open Enemies of God and Goodne(s? 
nwe hope He ſhould eſpouſe Our Cauſe, till we in 
earneſt eſpouſe His ? Can the bare Profeſſion of the 
uth avail x5,while-we hold it in Unrighteouſneſs? 
the Poſſeſſion of the Goſpel, ile we are aReproach 


it; and ſeem (too many) a-weary of it, and not very 
is „ing ro let it go? oy 2.4 | 
4 What Proſpect others may bave, I know. not; but till a 


ih them that help uss: 


onal Reformation be in good earneſh ſet on foot, 
« vigorouſly pur ſu d, I can ſee little like/thood that the 
olt High ſhould be our Defence, or rake our ꝑart 


c * © * - * 
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Some may expect great matters, ly caſting all ibat : 
* for Cordell ond of Publick — fr ever, 
engroſſing all Places of Worlaiy Profit or Honour to 
- Church; r if Chriſt were not of the ſame Mind 
- - as whey he ſaid; My Kingdom is not of this Wo 
And methinks they ſuſpect their Intereſt in the next, 
think ru beſt. to be ſure of  fomerhing," (und get as 
and full holdof this as they can)by making theHlyS, 
ment an effettual Engine of State, (an Uſe which i v 
7 it no where elſe, and for which Iconcerut it wane 
eien d); and by obliging all Publicans,"and a Multits 
of Sinners ' (for- ſome ſuch will ever be in Office while 
World ſtands) upon pain of Poverty, to. receive it ſo ma 
times in a Year,” At if the World did not lye inWic 
edneſs, and Chriſt's wert not a little Flock ; or 
Office could confer Grace, or any haue à Right to . 
Great Seal of the Covenant without it; "and: conſeq 
, there were no danger of prophcning that Awful M 
ſtery, and eating and drinking Damnation ro themſelv 
And wo be to Poor Miniſters! who muſt: ſo often gi 
that which is Holy to Dogs, er elſe deprive the po 
Wretches of their Livelihood," and hazard their own, | 
endleſs Proſecutions. "If theſe are the beſt Method: 
Atonement wherewith to appeaſe” 4 juſtly-incenſed God 
and regain his Favour, when we'ſo much need it, I mu 
needs for. I very much doubt the Succeſs ; and perhaps 
may find, when theſe Expedients are try d, For all th 
his Anger is not turned away, but his Hand 
ſtretched out ſtill. ne 1 


. 
* 


And 7 1 ebink it any 5 | the beſt "Signs, that ou 1 
Not ion of the Church is ſo 15 alter d from what i Fait 
was in the Days of our Fo ers; that the Standard © 


6 
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if it, viz. The Form of Sound Words, 7s in a man- 
rr laid aſide as an Almanack out of date, and the main 
Streſs leid hon Points that (to ſay the leaſt) are fireign 
to it: War Arminian Doctrine, and Popiſh Cere- 
8 fee dem 8 there is a ao Ae Ye ven 
ths themſelves Judges) muſt make a 
Proteſtant of the Church Nor 2 gland; en Armi- 
mus. bim{elf, by the beft and 3 F our Church, has 
been yl an Enemy of the Grace of God, had bi 
Diſciples declared by our Parliament, b * L Capual 
Enemies to dean on. | 


Av: #7 rhoſe kd 3 call FAVOR the 
Church , and by ſome Artifices are grown comſiderable 
(thou b not IC Ar as they would e thought), are 
the — Diſſenters from it ( pr: Principles 
Linow:) amongſt m. For if to add and alter, be 
ih 12 implying a Bolder Preſumption) than to dimi- 
niſh, certainly thoſe who change the Doctrine, and * 
in n Rites of their own, ate any Warrant 
Authority, are wider from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, hay 
thoſe-who only ſcruple two or three Ceremonies, which all 
Parties confeſs in their own nature to be indifferent: And 
tis" ftrange , that when all Wiſe Men (as every one 
knows): are not much for: Ceremonies, either in or ont of 
the C the only Wiſe God (as they'd have us be- 
lieve) ſhould be ſo ds fond of em, as to unchurch 
allwho bad as lieu let them alone, though they are not of 
bis,” but of Man's deviſing : Nay it is not enough to 
admit 115 unleſs we 47 admire them, and Danke 
main ſtreſs "of our Zeal upon them, even before the 
weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, r | 
Faich, and- — to God * 6 a 


Baer 


3 The Preface: 
we, co. eh bak ot? THR $3) 0 
' 1 Indeed the very Principle that theſe Perſons labour 
to eſtabliſp as their Chief Corner-ſtone , 5s, that 
Human Additions are \ Fes force and value (I 
wiſh- many did not hold them at a much higher rate, 
ani make more a-do about tbem) than Divine In- 
ſtitutions. Which Point being once yielded ( and be 
it no Churchman, or what is: worſe, a Low- 
Churchman, with ome, tht denies it), it will ſoon 
1 4 Gap large enough for Popery to enter with Fly- 
— Colows, So 25 Pompous Train of e 
and Formalities : For if we may add four or pve 
without the Word of Command, why not 500, when 
commanded? + 4 N. 


- 


Acad ' 


And methinks. ſome People ſeem to be aware which 
way the Wind ſits, and therefore to join as near to Rome 
as: they can, that they may not have too large a Stride 
to ſtep over at laſt, they grumble, that our Religion 
is no more Ceremonious, and therefore muſt add ſome 
Trimmings of their own: And ſome, that our Govern- 
ment is not more Abſolute, and ſo nearer the French 
Mode, that they may not have all their Leſſon to learn 
togetber. And tis not unlikely. they may have one Day 
their Fill of both, and find, to their Coſt, they have 
brought aYoke upon theirNecks,which neitherthey 
nor their Fathers were able to bear. Dis I am 
very ſure of, that the only effectual way to prevent ſuch 
an heavy Fudgment, (waving Diſputes about leſſer Mat- 
ters, which are not the Things that belong to our 
Peace) is, to turn unto him from whom we have 
deeply revolted; to purge the Filthineſs out of our 
Skirts ; and as our Lord-preſcribes, Mark 9. &c. 1 
12 


fancy 
delic. 
be ti, 
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alt in gur ſelves, and have Peace one with and- 

Habing thus opened the deſigu of theſe Sheets, I mu 
* add Narbe in en and try a — 
it clear off old Scores, hefore I begin new. As to my for- 
mer Piece, I have heard yet no freſh Objectiont rais d, 
but only the ſame ſomewhat enlarged and improved. As 
i the Truth, it fands yet tnattack'd. But what I can- 
wt ſufficiently expreſs my ſurprize at , as 4 the World 
were revers d and at croſs purpoſes, Thoſe ure grown 
ww" ( however it comes to paſs ) moſt tender of the 
Hmour and Majeſty of Religion, whom I'm ſure have 
kaft to do mitt. Several Perſons of Eminent Piety 
have expreſt their good liking of, and thankd me for 
that ſmall Mite I have caſt into the Corban. Bu: 
it ſeems the fine Peeple at tother end of the Town (who 
uſe not to be wwer-freight-lac'd ) are greatly Offerided, 
that it * not Grave, and Godly enough ; I know not 
herber they mean, to Read or to Ridicule. But I 
fancy the true Quarrel i, that they like not to have their 
delicate Ears grated with harſh Truth,which are wont to 
be tickled with the ſmootheſt Flattery. 

'T confeſs the Style is ſomewhat free, and tis the fix 
Eſſay I ever 440 in that kind; ænd if it be puilty of 
too much Pertneſs ( for Wit I dare not pretendto) it were 
b#ter too Pert thay too Dull. I know theſe Cenſurers 
tere mot how large a Doſe of that drowſy Ingredi- 
ent goes to Sermons, that they may the better Sleep er 
Talk, or be otherwiſe Diverted, while they are Preach- 
ing, and be never under any Temptation to read them, 
And Bookſellers know to their Coſt, what a Drug theſe 
Solemn Diſcourſes are, which (as [ome hindle the mut- 
ter) /o tenderly touch the Sins of the Age, and we 

| Tie 
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a nice and decent Diſtance ; that dix hard to k Ur 
. they are meant or not; and no one feels himſelf bee 
Gall d by em, nor many much Aﬀetted any way : Au res 
therefore (as I have often obſero'd) theſe Celebrated Pr 
formances, e Ven before the Court the Parliament, * 
their Poſts Years together on the Booi ellers Stalls, with] oh 
out any diſturbance. Nn 


I conceive, un weighty Subjects I am Serious ; but 
when I have e 5Þ Ins and Rakehells to. dial | 
with, I dont think I cue the Devil:ſo much. Reſpea Wir 
as to treat bim with 4 profound Reverence. There ar: 
in it, I own, ſome Ironical Paſſages; and tit a. Figur 
(every one knows ). very frequent in Scipture ; and 
dare take a liberty, for which T can produce ſo Aut ben: 
tick a Pattern. Im ſure there's nothing Wicked or Imm- 
deſt to be met with; and that's perhaps the main of their 
Quarrel; who are ſo uſed totheRibaldry and Blaſphe- 
as 5 the Stage, that nothing elſe is able to pleaſe them, 
21 ſtrange, their Palates can ſo much vary; nothing tu 
Lewd for them on Saturday- Night; and an Sunday. 
Morning, nothing Grave and Formal 5. But 
this I dare affirm, if the pretended Lightneſs of ſome 
Paſſages Offend them, 'tis not becanſe they look too like 
Jeſts, but becauſe they are True Ones. | | 


But there's another more heinous Crime laid to m 
Charge, in compariſon of which this is but @ venial 
Fault 3. viz. That I appear too Favourable to Difſenters 
and Moderation of late is with many 4 Mortal Sin, 
and what they can never heartily forgive. 


For God or for Baal, is now. the Nord; and to 
give any Quarter, i. in their account 0 Deſert. r 
N 115 
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£10; teen on the ſame ſide, and in the ſame ſtrain with 
1:m/el/} Sach -T. celebrated Piece, and Eaters out 
* <nofhreatnings and Slaughter, I might like him have 
d Peril. in as much as J pleas d, and there had been no harm 
5 K bei to ſpare the Amalekites, & the unpardonable 
with, mee, and no leſs than High-Treaſon againſt the 


WW Now 1 muſt confeſs that Malice was never any Arti- 
ie of my Faith, nor part of my Religion; nor can I 
link it my Duty, (while that Declaration is in force, 


krer) on any ſuch account to Hate or Hurt my Brother, 
r wiſh bim any otherwiſe than my ſelf. Eſpecially ſuch 
whoſe Faith 10 „ and ſounder than many who would 
wke the Church their own Monopoly, even accord; 

1 their own ſubſcribed Scheme; «14 I think their Con- 
ation not leſs Strict and Blameleſs : And what cauſe 
ve I to fall out with them, when God has commanded 
to live peaceably with all men, eſpecially ſuch 
ks are of the houſhold of faith? 


Tho” if it were ever ſeaſonable to jangle upen vhe 
count of ſome different Modes of Worſhip, ben the 
Object, End, and Subſtance is the ſame ; "tis not, 1 
wn ſure, at this time of day, when All is at ſtake, and 
we muſt fink or ſwims together ; 2þen Quarrelling may 
Ip to over-ſet the Veſſel, but can never ſecure it. But 
ome are ed the ſpiteful Man's Mind in the Fable ; who 
0 be might but 2 his Enemies End of the Ship Sink 
, care not how ſoon after all went to the Bottom. © 


Before I conclude, I muſt retract a P Hage or Two, 
wherein I might ſeem to charge our Spiritual Courts with 


00 


Joh. 3. 15. He that hateth his Brother, is a mur- 
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too much Remiſneſs ; but they have fince given me 
oderftand, That they can be Severe (ben they { 
their time ), and that to Extremity. 1 


I have a Living in the Country ( which I hal 
great Mind tomeddle with, and did at h Accept wit 
. relundtance): I reſide upon it near Two Part; j 
Three of the Year, which is more by above half th, 
the Law requires; and becauſe I am fore d to my 
Vindication, I may venture to ſay, I not only perform it 
Duty of my Place, hut, what s adds to my Cri 
( it did in Archbiſhop Laud's | 7 ), have give 
them a Supernumerary Sermon,diſpers d ſome Godly Book 
among ft em, put moſt of their Children to School, an 
as I've had Opportunity, conferr d with, examin'd, an 
3 em in private: But theſe mo Wor 
of Su tion ( however the Popiſh fare) ur 
look'd with an Ill Eye. When I os e. by req 
ſon of my Charge in > ti duly ſupply'd'by a ftate 
Aſſiſtant ; and ſo Ithought my. ſel, 42 70 +4 reach of thei 
Reſentment. But ſince Plain Engliſh came out, the 
bappen'd an Archdeacon's Viſitgtion, which I could 
be at; and though my Aſſiſtant acquainted them, that 
was detaind in London, where I had but very late! 
Buried my Father ; and was withal oblig d to attend, 
Chapter there ; and tit near 60 Miles off : Yet all wou 
not ſerve. A Young Gentleman ( who it ſeems has th 
Power of Church-Ctnſures, and the Rule of the Mini 
ry; Commiſſary, or Official, or Chancellor they call him 
ſome Foreign Term that I never met with from Gene 
ſis to Revelations) was pleas d to Suſpend me; and fi 
the greater Solemnity, in Open Court to declare me Su 
4 ; and the Country-People, who do not underſtan. 


their bard Terms, bad got it by the end, that "Y 
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Excommunicated. An Hardſhip which I challenge al 
the Proteſtant Churches in Chriſtendom to March ; 
nay, I doubt whether the Pope's Clergy is ever inſulted 
by their Hang hty Superiors at the ſame Tyrannical rate. 
But Popiſh Tyranny, and Popiſh Trappings would make 
our Church in ſome Men's Opinions the Glory of the Age. 
| I Bave been preſent at many Viſitations, ( nay, have 

ſcares miſs d 4 in 10 Years) and obſerv'd what has paſt; 
I bave known half the Clergy abſent , ( eſpecially on a 

Rainy-day); nay, ſome that in Five Years time have not 
once appeared; but never any ſuch thing dine, or ſo 
much as threaten d: So far from this, if "twere one well 
Benefic d, and of the Right Stamp, the Anſwer was, 
I bope bes Well; pray, my Humble Service to him. 
But if a Man be tainted with Moderation, the great- 
eſt Affronts and Indignities are too good for him. If 
thy be not Lording it over the Lord's Heritage, know 
not what is. But they are much miſtaken, if they think 
I ha4 not counted my Colt, before I reſolv'd to ſpeak 
Plain Engliſh. I lood for no Quarter, but ut the 
Wrongs and Oppreſſions that a prejudic d Party, that is 
Gall d with Truth, can ffer : And I know thoſe Courts 
are not ty d to the dull Formality of Furies. And if 
they will further wreſt my Benefice from me, I ſhall not 
tug hard ; or the leſs I have, the leſs J am to account 
fer: And I care not bow light I paſs through the Wirll : 


But this is my Comfort in all, The Will of the Lord 
be done. 


r 


The Author being at a Diſtance from the Preſs, 


the Candid Reader is deſired to excuſe ſome Faults 
that may have clcap'd. 
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Whoſo is Partner with a Thief hateth 
his own Soul : he heareth Curſing, and 
bewrayeth it not. 


HE reaſon why I have pitch'd upon this 
Text ar preſent, which ſeems to lye 
ſomewhat our of the way, and has per- 

aps by very few been either well-heeded, or 
ghtly underſtood: ; is becauſe it lays before us 
Duty, (and a very weighty binding Duty) which 
ot one in an Hundred feems to be aware of; 
nd acquaints us with a Sin (and a great one too 
et me tell you) which moſt People fancy to be 
one at all, (or ſure they could not fit to eaſie 
nder the Guilt of it) and that is to hear Cu ſing 
r Swearing, and not bewray it : Or to ſpeak the 
me thing ſomewhat more largely in other words, 
d hear God diſhonour'd, I may lay Blaſphen d; 
ublick Authority Deſpis'd; the Law both of 
od and Man impudently Broken; and take no 

rther notice of it, but ler the Offender go 

inpuniſh'd, Unreprov'd, and by that very 

eans Unreform'd. 

And this I thought the rather needful to inſiſt 

i, becauſe we have a Task enjoined * 
B u- 
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Whoſo is Partner with a Thief hatetb 
his own Soul: he heareth Curſing, and 
bewrayeth it not. 


HE reaſon why I have pitch'd upon this 
Text ar prelent, which ſeems to lye 
ſomewhat our of the way, and has per- 

aps by very few been either well-heeded, or 
ghtly underſtood: ; is becauſe it lays before us 

Duty, (and a very weighty binding Duty) which 

ot one in an Hundred feems to be aware of; 
nd acquaints us with a Sin (and a great one too 

t me tell you) which moſt People fancy to be 
one at all, (or ſure they could not ſit ſo eaſie 
nder the Guile of it) and that is to hear Cu ſing 
r Swearing, and not bewray it : Or to ſpeak the 

me thing ſomewhat more largely in other words, 

d hear God diſhonour'd, I may ſay Blaſphenr'd ; 
ublick Authority Deſpis'd ; the Law both of 
od and Man impudently Broken; and take no 
rther notice of it, but ler the Offender go 
Inpuniſh'd, Unreprov'd, and by that very 
eans Unreform'd. 

And this I thought the rather needful to inſiſt 

„ becauſe we have a Task enjoined * 

B u- 


2 The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 


Authority, a Quarterly Tak to read in your Ears il 
the Senſe both of Prince and Parliament; i. e. „ut *t 
the Powers which are on Earth, to whom we areMiow t| 
bound to yield Obedience not only for Wrath but tobe 1 
alſo for Conſcience ſake ;, and yet as Matters go bat at 
with us for ought 1 can ſee to no manner of pur-Hvatior 
poſe, whereby 'tis become a meer piece of For- Jr as 
mality, a ſolemn Trifle, an uſeleſs Impertinence Wn Ho 
and the ready way to make us and them fall into ¶bearin 
Contempt. And all becauſe Men cannot ſee theſWuline 
Wood for Trees, will not be made to diſcern a er 
Duty when it is ſet fo plain before them that he Montt 
may run who reads it, while every one ſhifts it off ad to 
from himſelf; one ſays *ris none of my Buſineſs, {Wand gi 
and another none of mine; and ſo by conſequence and y 
no one's at all. And thus we are come to ſuch{Wooul n 
a paſs, that all Authority, Divine and Humane, Met a 
has loſt its force with us, and there is not (it Haug 
ſeems) power enough now in Being, to hinder Nef col 
a Vile Wretch from Blaſpheming thoſe Holy Name: freack 
whereby we are called, and expect Salvation, at Meme: 
which the Pillars of Heaven tremble and are aſton. Nenſu 
ſhed, and the Devils themſelves are ſtruck with {habbai 
Dread and Amazement. In a word, like the Ide ne 
 UVnjuſt Judge in the Parable, we ſeem to ſer up ve kn 
for Libertines, neither fear God nor regard Man, Wen v 
and own Allegiance, and pay Suit and Service to Wd th 
none but the Devil. conſci 
That what comes to your Ears only in the name But 
of God, and by order from him ſhould ſignife Fours. 
but little, is no News, nor (the Nature and Pre- Nat 
ſent State of Man conſider'd) much to be woude- tile 1 
red at; for the Carnal mind is enmity to God, and elf ur 
35 mot ſubject to the Law of God nor indeed can be. N , 
But Nu ot 
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The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners, 3 
But *ris ſomewhat ſtrange, and unaccountable, 
how the Commands of Humane Authority come 
tobe ſunk ſo low wich us, and ſo little regarded; 
that an Act of Parliament, or the Queens Procla- 
mation ſhould ſignifie no more with us, but ſtand 
for as arrant a Cypher, as if it were a Sermon or 
an Homily which when they have given the 
hearing too, moſt People are apt to think the 
BulinelS is at an end. It does not ſurprize me as 
the ſome ſtrange thing happened to us to make every 
Month a Solemn Invitation to the Lord's Table, 
ad to preſs the Charge for a due Preparation, 
ind give the plaineſt Directions how to prepare; 
and yet when all this is done, not to e one 
Soul more than before, and thoſe that do come, 
not a whit better prepared ; becauſe Cuſtom has 
Taught People to look upon all this as a matter 
ff courſe, and to heed it accordingly : Or to 
preach a Sermon againſt Drunkenneſs, and have 
ſome go directly to the Ale-houle, and pals their 
Cenſures on it over a Pot: Or of Sanctifying the 
Sabbath, and the greater part of the Aſſembly 
tie next thing they do to Prophane it: For Sermons 
ve know have bur ſlender Authority; no more 
then what People will be pleaſed to allow them, 
and that to be ſure ſhall be little enough of all 
conſcience. 

But to read a Charge from our Lawful Gover- 
nours, to whom moſt have Sworn, and all confeſs 
that they owe Allegiance, and for this to be as 
ttle regarded as the other, is what I confeſs my 
elf unable to Account for; and the leab I can 
lay is, Ay Brethren theſe things ought not, and 
mn other Caſes us'd not / to be, To know that 
B 2 ſuch 
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inch a Crime is Condemr'd by the Law, and 
Proviſion 'made to Pur ith and Supprefs it; an 
though ir be committed Thouſands of times ever) 
Day, nor ro have one Example made in a Mo: 
nay in tome places in a Twelve Month; whe 
the Magiſtrate is oblig'd, and ready too vpe 
due Information to proc-ed again!t chem: Fol 
my part, I cannot imagine how as C/ Tijtions of 
Subjects we can fatishe our Conſcience upon the 
Point, ſo as not to come in for a ſhare of thi 
Gu lt, and make gur ſelves partakers ef ether Mel 
Sins; e pecially ſince the whole effect of the Lav 
depends upon cur faithful ditcharge of this Dur y 
and unlels Private Perfons will do their part b 
e the Magiſtrate, *ris morally impoſſib 
_ crving zins v. hich draw ſuch a Load 9 


nit on our Souls, v1 (as we have reaſon te 
N fuch a Load of Divine Wrath and judg 
mente on our heads de, ſhould ever be Diſcoun 
tenauc'd, mu 7 ef: <:pprefsd. | 
And indeed ( „ have often thought with m 


ſelf), there is no on Inſtarice which proves mort 


early that fad and fhameful truth, ſo often In 
ONS in che Golpel; wiz. the Curſed Enmic 
＋ 12 


01 to his Maker; the ſtubborn Denial 0 
His Right in vs and Authority over us; then the 
Caſe we have now before us 

If the Powers that are en Earth ſhould decre 
the 106. unrighteous decrees, and even eſtabli 
Iniquity by 4 Law (which has but too often com 
to Pals) tis odds, but it meets with a genere 


and punctual Obeatence, Micah 6. 16. The Statute 
of On are kept, and all the Laws of the hoſe « 
they ſhew their Authority in marte!r 
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indifferent (which are in themſelves neither Good 


„ and or Evil), their pleaſure we find is duely comply'd 
„ and rich, or if it be at any time Difobeyed, 'tis Mo- 
everyleſtly, Silencly,” and as it were by Stealth, be— 


auie in ſuch Caſes there wants not thole who are 


When eady to appear and give evidence againſt the 
vpoMOfferder. But if it be in matters of Religion or 
: FofWloraliry, wherein God himſelf is the Party di- 
7; offectly concern'd, and his Honour and Authority 
n th o be ſecured from Publick Outrage and Contempt; 
of the let Partiaments pals it into Acts, the Queen and 
Men Council inforce it by repeated Proclamations, 
Lau gad both Miniſters and lag iſtrates preſs the Exe- 
ry Mention to the utmoſt of their power, tis all in 
art gain; few we find will {tir in it, or trouble their 


ad 0 


i ich Impunity in che ſight of the Sun, and the 
On de 


ce of the World : Not one in a Thouſand has 


judgßzee Courage or the Contcience to bring the 
[counWlaſphemer to an Account, and make him ſuffer 


he Law, though a very mild and eaſie Penalty, 
s being provided by Man, who is never for 
training too high in the Cauſe and Quarrel of 
is Maker; and thus ail becomes of no ffect, 
be whole Proviſion but a meer Moor yon hafin- 
els Scare-Crow, and the Law »! the Land no lefs 
han that of God, 2s a hunding Braſs or a tin Hing 

Cymbal ;,a Sport and May-game in guad of 2 Terror 
detr Evil doers, The very -Stature ic elf, b<caute 
ſtabli od is a Party to it, forfeits its otherwile un- 
| comMueſtion'd Authority, and the molt Loyal think 
ener Wor-themſelves bound ro Obey. So chat to Bury 
tal ute Linnen (as the World goes) is a matter of far 
e More dangerous conſequence then to Blaſpheme; 
arten B 3 the 
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the Penalty a Hundred times gr 
ſand more likelyhood of De Thouſſſecher 
The true Cauſe of all which monſtrous Abſur 2 
dities is no other but this, that Men ſeem gene Fir 
rally of this mind, and to act by this very Duti wy 
ful Principle; e'n let God plead for himſelf an; ing, ( 
pore 0 own Honour and Intereſt as well = 
e can; for Gallio cares for none of th * by 
And the ſame Argument that RA «em. dal be 
Sons defence, when the People in a vehement f 3 
of Zeal demanded Gideon to preſent Death fo Work 
having Violated the Wooden Majeſty of Bad Thie 
People ſeem to plead in their Makers Quarrel Rehe 
5 his Laws and Ordinances are trampled un 1 etec 
er foot 2 7 dg 6. 3. And Joaſh ſaid unto all thy th 
ft 00d againſt him wall ye plead for Baal? will ye ſav jo hig 
him? if he be a God let him plead for himſelf,becau| * 
MIN down Bs Altar; I may Subjoin fot * 
preſent purpoſe, be 
his 8 | i — bis 27: 94 lg i Frophante + 
* Wherefore to ſet our Apprehenſions right rang 
oy 1 8 1 order — te faichfol Fs rang 
our Dut all end e 
1 J. by endeavour to make it appex jou b 
. Firſt, That He who heareth C * 
it u OE in the Guilt as peg en on — 
with a Thief, or Privy to hi . 
and will wile BE PREY 00.9 W * G 
_ Secondly, That it is equally true of both, th — 
FFV 
ker, but alſo wrongerh his own Soul, and ſo b all 
a fair Conſtruction may be ſaid to hate it as wel 1 
a8 his Neighbours in ſaffering Sin upon bim. 4 
Thirdiy, I ſhall inforce this Duty from ſud * 
| _ oth ß 
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other Conſiderations, as either ariſe from theſe, 

or fall in with them. 
\bſur Firſt, Then I doubt not to make it plain even 
gene eo Demonſtration, that he who is Privy to Cur- 
Duti ing, (and the reaſon I conceive is the ſame for 
if ant Swearing alſo) has the ſame Guilt to Anſwer for 
ell before God (I with I could ſay too the ſame Scan- 
thing Waal before Men, pray God it may once come 
in hiho chat paſs, and then we may hope to ſee the 
ent f world fairly amended) as he who is partner with 
in fo 8 Thief, who knows of the Foul Practices of an 
_ 5adlfighway-Man, or Heuſe-Breaker, and will not 
em Detect or give Evidence againſt him ; nay, I 
d un 


will venture one ſtep farther, as he who is Privy 
to high Treaſon, and will nor Convict, or bring 
the 1 raytor to condign Puniſhment. 

| know ſuch Doctrine will make ſome Stare, 
others Storm, and many Smile, or Scoff at it : 
But 'tis as true as God is in Heaven, and his word 
hall Judge us at the laft Day; for proof of which 
range Aſſertion, (but if it be ſtrange to this People 
ould it be ſtrange to me ſaith the Lord) J deſire 
you but to grant me this one Principle; which 
bowever if you will nor, I ſhall make bold to 
ke for Granted; and let him who has Impudence 
enough, or Senſe little enough, deny it if he can, 
hat God is greater then Man, even thoſe of whom 
de has ſaid ye are Gods, his Crown and Dignity 
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lis MaWer y to be treated then theirs. Aud that the Su- 

* rream Lord the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, 
as 


a clearer and ſtronger Title to his Glory in 
he World, and the honour due unto his name, then 
ve can have to our Goods and Chattels,or what - 
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8 The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 
ever we moſt claim a Property in: And conſe. 
quently, that to Invade or Rifle the former, is 
of the Two the bolder Robbery and baſer 1n- 
juſtice: Sacriledge being confeſt on all hands to 
be by far the worſt kind of Theft. That the 
wrong is full as great, we mult be very partial 
to our ſelves if we deny; for to render to God 
the thin ge that are God's, ſounds full as reaſonable 
(to {ay the very leaſt) as ro render to man the 
things that are man's; unlels we can imagine our 
Claim under him, (and we pretend to no other) 
is ſtronger then his Eternal Right, and he that 
Invades it, more Injurious. 

And that the Guilt is as great, God who is 
the only Judge of that, has abundantly given us 
to underſtand ; and being, as he declares, a jca- 
laus God, who will not give his Glory to another, we 
muſt needs conclude, he will reſent more highly 
the Loſs of his own'Honour, then of our Move: 
bles and forry Poſſeſſions; and proceed more {e- 
verely agamit the Wrong-Doer. In both Cats, 
the Sin is truly and properly againſt God, and 
none elſe ; as David confeſſes in his own cale 
(chough Uriah was manifeſtly rhe Party Injured) 
Pſalm 51. Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, c. 
aud that of che two which ſtrikes moſt directly 
at him, we have all the reaſon in the World to 
conclude, will be moſt provoking. 

This we are ſure of that the Third Command- 
ment is every whit as Solemn as the Eighth, and 
has a more awful Sanction to inforce it; and we 
have as great reaſon to conclude, that G will not 


hold him Guiltleſs that taketh his name in. vain, as 


him who taketh his Neishbours Goods (whether 
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by Fraud or Violence) and payeth not for them: 
elpecially, ſince Humane Laws have provided 
ſuch effectual Penalties for the one; but for the 
other, except an inconſiderable Mulct, which is 
next ro nothing, and bears no proportion to the 
Crime, have left it wholly to God, and ſhall he 
wot viſit for theſe things? 

But there is another manifeſt reſpe& in which 
he that heareth Curſing and bewrayeth it not is ex- 
aQly like him that's Pariner with a Thief, and may 
be ſaid with ſtricteſt Truth to have an Hand in 
down-right Robbery (for let me ſay what I can 
35 to the former, Men will count it no Robber 
to make bold with their Maker) and which is con- 
feſt one great Aggravation of this Sin, in Rob- 
bing the Poor. Now though Forfeiture, we know, 
i due to them by the Law, and as ſoon as the 
Crime is committed, in ſtrictneſs of Juſtice, 'tis 
truly theirs; And He who does not his part to 
help them to it, when it is in his Power, does in- 
deed Rob them of ir, and I may truly fay in 
thoſe words of the Apolile (which do more plain- 
ly reach this Caſe than even that he was upon) 
Fe do wrong, and defraud, and that your Brethren, 
and joyn in a Plot againſt God and the Poor, only 
to do the Devil a Courteſie. As on the other 
Hand, He who makes a Swearer pay for his Of- 
fence, does a real and double Act of Charity to 
the Poor, who receive the Fine without diſpute; 
and I think the greateſt of all to the Offender, it 
being the likelyeſt means to put a ſtop to his im- 
pious practices, and perhaps (for who knows 
how far it may work) to prevent his Damnation. 
| | * For 
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Foy becauſe Sentence, Eccleſ. 8. 11. againſt an Evil 
Work is not Executed ſpeedily, therefore the Heart, 
of the Sons of Men are fully ſet in them to do Evil. 
At leaſt *tis very likely that the Opening their 
Purſe a few times upon this Account, will effectu. 
ally teach them to ſet 2 Watch before their Month, 
and keep the Door of their Lips. 

It may perhaps be further worth conſidering 
in point of Worldly Intereſt (for other Conſide- 
rations I fear will weigh but little with moſt) how 
far this Expedient may go to lighten the Charge, 
fo much complain'd of by the Covetous; and re- 
lieve the Poor at another's Coſt, and make the 
common Enemy pay Contributions. For were this 
Fine but fairly ſevied, and every Oath paid for ac- 
cording to Law, the Poor's Rates would be vaſlily 
| abated, and there would be little occaſion for an 
Over-leſs in molt Pariſhes. 

But 24ly, ſuppoſing all this prov'd, you un- 
dertook to prove farther that the wilful Conni- 
vance at this Crime, is even as bad as the Con- 
cealment of Treaſon ; and ſo I doubt not to 
make it appear, admitting but the Principles be- 
fore laid down, and which few can have the Face 
to deny. For every Preſumptuous Sinner is a 
Rebel and a Traytor, and that againſt the Su- 
preme Majeſty of Heaven; the very leaſt Sin (if 
known and allow'd) is a ſort of Petty-Treaſon; 
but this I take to be one Species of High-Trea- 
fon. For a black-mouth'd Swearer or Curſer is 
the neareſt a-kin to, if not the very ſame with a 
Blaſphemer, and of this Crying and Common Sin 
I ſuppole God complains, 1/a. 52. 5. in thoſe 
firauge words, My Name continually every 5 1 

25 
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Blaſphemed ;, which can ſcarce be underſtood in 
any other Senſe then of this profane abuſe of it: 
And more directly to our purpoſe, Lev. 24. 11, 
Curſing comes under the Name of Blaſphemy, and 
is proceeded againſt with the ſame Severity, ver. 
24. Bring forth Him that hath Curſed without the 
Camp, and let all that heard him lay their Hands 
pon him, and let all the Congregation ſtone him; 
Where we ſee thoſe that heard him, durſt not 
ſtifle their Evidence, leſt the Guilt and Venge- 
ance ſhould fall on their own Heads. Now that 
Blaſphemy is High-Treaſon with a Witnels, there 
is, there can be no diſpute ; nor can the Devils 
themſelves go a ſtep beyond ir. And tho' Cuſ- 
tom ſtrangely takes off the Horror that Sin 
does not appear ſo exceeding Sinful, yet I doubt not 
but many Prophane Wretches amongſt us are 
Guilty in their Oaths of as rank Treaſon as ever 
was puniſl'd at Tyburn, If __ can be ſaid ro turn 
the Grace of God into Laſcivionſneſs, nay, into Ma- 
lice, it belongs to them, who as if the Goſpel of his 
Grace, inſtead of reſtraining, had opened a Gap 
to farther Ungodlineſs, and taught the World 
new terms of Sin, abuſe it to ſupply them with 
more full-mouth'd and formidable Oaths : The 
Great Miſtcry of Godlineſs being expoſed in this 
profane Dreſs, and made a Miſtery of Iniquity : 
The precious Death and Blood and Wounds of our 
Saviour being rak'd in with greater Spite, Scorn 
and Cruelty, than by his very Betrayers and Mur- 
therers, to whom can that Awful Text be more 
fitly apply'd, Heb. 10. 28. He that deſpiſed Moles's 
Law Dyed without Mercy under two or three Wit- 


peſſes, of how much ſorer Puniſhment ſuppoſe ye * 
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12 The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 
he be thought worthy, who has Crucified to himſelf 
afrefly the Son of God, and connted (or rather made) 
the Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, and hath 
done the utmoſt deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, 
Hence it eaſily follows, that to hear Curſing and 
not bewray it, is what the Law calls Mi pri ſiam of 
Treaſon; and how heinous a Crime that is by our 
Law, and how heavy the Penalty, is well known 
to all that are acquainted with our Conſtitution: 
And if God ſhould proceed againſt us by the like 
meaſures of Juſtice (as *ris more than probable he 
willy *rwould make us tremble, and beware how 
we come near the very borders of this Guilt : 
And we ſhould rather venture the hard Thoughts, 
or Words, or Looks of a Wretched Worm, than 
fall into the Hands of the Living God, 
And now I would gladly hear what can be al- 
ledgꝰd beſides Cuſtom and Common Opinion (the 
weakeſt Arguments in Nature, and of no weight 
at all with a Wite Man) why the Concealment of 
a Robber, or a Traytor, is leſs Criminous and 
Scandalous than of a Prophane Swearer ; or why 
it thould leſs become, or behove us to proſecute 
one than the other. We ought certainly to obey 
God rather than Mas, and much more both together 
when their joynt Commands (as in the preten: 
cafe) are laid upon us. e 
Beſides, the Life of a Man in the former calcs 
is ſtruck at, and moſt are loath (and there is 
ſome what plauſible in the Plea) to have an Hand 
in Blood. But here Compaſſion cannot with-hold 
us from our Duty - Nay if we have any Com- 
paſſion to the Poor, our own, or even the offen- 
ders Soul, it muſt needs oblige us to it: — 
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but a light Penalty to his Purſe, or if that fail to 
his Perſon; but may prove an unſpeakable ad- 
vantage to his Immortal part, and prevent as 
many Stripes, and Torments in Hell, as he would 
have vented Curles and Blaſphemies on Earth, if 
not thus timely ſtopt in his deſperate Career. 

Bur *rwill be anſwer'd perhaps, the caſe is not 
paralel, and therefore the Argument not conclu- 
ding - Intereſt: obliges us to proſecute Thieves, 
Gr. becaule if ſuch Courſes are not ſuppreſs'd, it 
may be our own turn to be Rob'd next; and there- 
fore here we act in our own Defence : but to in- 
form againit a Common Swearer, wards off no 
Danger from our ſelves, nay tis the likelyeſt wa 
to be Curſt for our Pains: (as for that Danger 
Solomon has aſſured us, Prov. 26. 2. The Curſe 
cauſeleſs ſhall not come) or if it fall any where *twill 
be on their own Heads. But is it no Danger to 
ye under the juſt and heavy Diſpleaſure of God'? 
And no Wiſdom as well as Duty to lend an help- 
ins Hand to remove it? Are we not concern'd in 
Intereſt to avert the Curſe of God, by caſting out 
the Curſed thing from amongſt us? Jer.23.10.For he- 
cauſe of Swearing (in the Margin Curling, and 
doubtleſs both) rhe Land Mourneth : And is it 
not worth our while to turn our Mourning into 
Mirth ? And in this Cale to partake of rhe com- 
mon Bleſſing, as in the other of the common Se- 
curity. 

As to what was ſaid of Treaſon, it may per- 
haps be reply'd, To make ſuch a Diſcovery, where 
the Publick is concern'd, is the way to be well 
Rewarded ; as the Concealment may coſt us all 
we are worth, our Eſtates, our Liberty, if not 
our 
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t4 The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 
our Lives. But for informing upon this Statute 
of Treaſon, where ſhall we have our Thanks? 
Who will Commend us, much leſs Requite us for 
it ? What are we like to get but our Labour for 
our Pains ? 

I anſwer, you will have. the Gracious accept. 
ance of God, the Thanks of the Government and 
all good Men; and (what is the higheſt Praiſe) 
the ill word of the Devils Crew, Who may grin 
and ſnarl but cannot bite; you'l have further che 
higheſt Reward imaginable, even Chriſt to confeſ; 
you before God and his Angels, becauſe you durſt 
own and appear for him in this Wicked and Adulte- 
rous Generation, He ſeems now to Summon, or 
rather Court us to his Party in thoſe words of 
Fehu, 2 Kin. 9. 32. Whois on my fide ? Who ? But 
alas there is a very ſlender appearance, and he 
may almoſt complain as St. Paul in Nero's Court, 
2 Tim. 4. 16. No Man ſtood with me, hut all Men for. 
ſook me, and I may ſubjoin in the following words, 
Ipray God it may not, but I am afraid it will, br 
laid to their Charge. 

But we are loath, will ſome ſay, to turn 1formers, 
that Name ſounds ill, and may breed ill Blood 
between Us and our Neighbours. I warrant, like 
School-Boys we are afraid if we fide with out 
Maſter againſt the naughty pack, we ſhall be 
look't on with an ill Eye, and branded for Tell 
Tales; and indeed /o Fooliſh are we and Ignorant, 
as our Saviour fitly compares the Men of that Ge- 
- eration (and *twill ſuit this too) to Children ſits 
ting in the Market-place, and ſaying to their Fellows, 
we have piped unto you and ye have not danced, and 


we muſt in Civility Dance after their Pipe, leſ 
We 
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The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 15 


we diſpleaſe them: And follow a Multitude to do 
ute W Ful, and ſo in effect ſtrike a League with Sin, 
ks? Ml cacher then have the hard Thoughts of Sinners. 
for MW But I pray, why that odious Name of Informers 
for Where any more than in caſe of Murder, Robber 
Treaſon, Perjury, Cozenage, c.? An Informer 
in the ill Senſe, is one who like the Sycophants 
and W heretofore, lays upon the catch to rrepan his 


alc) WW Neighbour, and takes advantage of his Weak- 
pri WM neſs or Ignorance, nay too often of his Innocence 
the Wand Simplicity, to hamper him in ſome penal 
"feſs Law, and make a Prey of him by ſuch Officious 
lr Information. But here's no ſuch matter, nor an 
ulte- thing like it; The Gain is the Poor's, and I'm a- 
2 0 fraid that's one reaſon *tis ſo lamely follow'd, or 
ds o 


rather laid aſide, that. there's nothing to be 

by (tho? withal.*tis not a ſmall matter that could 
a hire us to diſoblige the Devil) and ſo we can have 
, ao end but the Glory of God, and the diſcharge 


of our Duty. Nor is the Offence a little Nicety, 

ords, Nor Punctilio in Law; but a flaming Villany, an 

Il, br impudent defiance of God, and the Government, 

and all the Powers both in Heaven and Earth; a 

wb Brutal breach of all Honeſt Tyes, both of Grace 
00 


and good Manners ; the Bane of all civil Conver- 
ation; in a word, a Crime of that ſize that 'tis a 
h our Wrhouſand pities it ſnould be treated with no 


ll be greater Severity. 

Tell: The next point which I undertook to prove 
o, From our Text was this: That as he who is Part- 
at Oc oer with a T7 hief, ſo he who heareth Curſing and be- 
wy 4 prayeth it not, hateth not only his Brothers Soul, in 
com. 


hat be ſuffers. Sin upon him, Lev. 19. 17. but his 
n Soul too, he does ſo by conſequence if not di- 


realy, 


„ 


— 


/ 


| 
| 
, 0 


i 
[1 
* 
1 
4 
, - 
nt 
* r 1 
1 
f 
{ * 
1 a 
i 
* 
Ji 
? 
| 
1 
p oO 
4 : 
: - 
4 


0 
vl 
' 


> = 
— 


WO 2 


— 
wo -+ 
— — 


16 The Duty of Admoniſping Sinners. 
rectly, he does it the greateſt miſchief imaginable, 
1. e. he makes himſelf partater of other Mens Sin, 


and puts himſelf in che likelyeſt way to partake e 


their Plagues: He brings himſelf in for a ſhare in 
the Guilt; and *tis highly probable, (nay paſt all 
doubt, unleſs a, rimely Repentance prevent it) 
will come in too for a ſhar” of their Puniſhmen: : 
and be conſumed in all their Iniquity. And who 
that has any true Love for his own Soul, and 
would confult either its preſent Peace, or Eter- 
nal Happineſs, would bring ſuch a load of Guilt 
on his Conſcience, and ſuch a load of Cur ſes on 
his own Head, when the diſcharge of ſo plain and 
eaſie a Duty, which coſts us ſo little, and where- 
in we have the Law, and the Magiſtrate on our 
fide, and all the Encouragement and Protection 
that can be deſired, both from God and 
might ſurely prevent it. 

Alas! We little conſider what an high Crime, 
and Miſdemeanour it is to be cold in the Caule ol 
God, and unconcern'd for his Honour in the 
World! What a Confounding Charge it will be 
at his Tribunal, when the Secrets of all Hearts 
ſhall be laid open, and all the Paſſages of this Lite 
reviewed, to have it appear that we were aiding 
and conſenting to fuch and ſuch enormous Impie- 
ties. That the Name of God was Blaſphemed through 
18, becauſe we ſhewed no concern to prevent, and 
ſo did what in us lay to promote it. When our 
Mouths ſhall be ſtop'd with that reply, and there. 
by all our Pleas of Perſonal Innocence filenc's, 
Pal. 50. 16. But unto the Wicked God ſaith, what 
haſt as. to do to take my Covenant in thy Mouth, 
ſeeing thou hateſt Inſtruction and caſteſt my vey 
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The Duty of Almoniſhing Sinners. t7 
behind thee, when thou ſaweſt n Thief then thou con- 
ſentedſt with him, &c. It is a very great miſtake, 
(tho? ſuch as commonly prevails) that we can be 
puilty of no other Crimes but what we commit; 
and have nothing to anſwer for what we had no 

Hand in: Whereas our Ears, and our Eyes ma 
in ſome Caſes be as deep almoſt in the Guilt as 
our Hands, or our Tongues; unleſs we take duc 
care to clear, and acquit them: We can't hinder 
ſuch Crimes being committed, but we may thei: 
ſcaping unpuniſh'd. It was a weighty Petition of 
an Holy Perſon, and what bore a conſtant part in 
his Prayers, Forgive me O Lord my other Mens Sins. 
Silence is taken in ſuch Cates, and (there is 
good reaſon for it) to give conſent, and he that 
conſents ro an unlawtul Deed is in the fame claſs 
with him that commits it. We know very well 
that thus it is in other matters: He who is taker 
in Company wich Murtherers, Robbers, Coyn- 
ers, or other Criminals; while they are acting their 
unlawful deſigns, and does nor figniti= his abhor-- 
rence at the time, nor come afterwards in ot his 
own accord, and appear againſt them ; s pre- 
ſum'd to be an Accomplice ; whether he acted 
any part or no, and fares no better than the teſt 
of the Gang. Nor did Lever hear any Objection 
againſt the fairneis of. ſuch a Proceeding, bur all 
the World confeſfes it is according ro Juſtice; 
Aud why ſhould we fuppoſe that God will nor 
proceed. by the ſame Meatures' Thar what 15 
Reaſon, and Equity in Humane Courts, ſhould 
appear hard meaſure at the judgment- Seat of 
Chriſt ? Eſpecially ſince the Lam of God is Spiri 
tal; and goes much further than Human Laws 
2 ban? 
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18 The Duty of Adaroniſbing Sinners. 


can; reaches the Thoughts as well as the Acti- tor 
ons, and needs not (as in our Courts) either Evi. a 
dence or Overt-Act to prove us Guilty. I doubt Yes; 
not in the leaſt, but the Indictment will lye at his Ml done 
Bar, no leſs againſt thoſe who ſilently connive ¶ wha 
at the Blaſphemous Contempt of his Name, and WW tene 
Majeſty, and ſhew no concern about it; than W your 
thoſe who offer {uch outrage to it. But weare Ml ord 
ſure that the Judgment of God is according to Truth WM what 
againſt them which commit ſuch things, and there- have 
fore let them look to it who can patiently lee MW manc 
and hear them committed, to whom I may apply Jadg 
that awful paſſage, for it belongs to them, Kom. haf 
1. v. alt. Who knowing the Judgment of God, that He 7 
they who commit ſuch things are worthy of Death, Paal. 
not only do the ſame, but # the Original may be enou; 


render'd) conſent with them that do them. cum | 
"Twill ſtrangely ſtartle many a formal Hypo- W Crim 
crite, or luke warm Profeſſor, who is not for be- /. 


ing over-much Righteous, or concerning himſelf i W ge 
the Cauſe of God farther than needs; and thinks W every 
it ſufficient that he has no ill words in his ow gain t 
Mouth; while he pleaſes himſelf with the Phari-W phem 
ſees boaſt in the Parable 3, Lord, I thank thee that they t 
Tam not as other Men, Smearer, &c, to find lomeW eb 1. 
Thouſands of Oaths, Curſes, and other horrid call f. 
Blaſphemies plac't to his Account, yet thus it (what. 
will be, Jude v. 15. When the Lord ſhall come te ing, q 
execute Judgment upon all, and to convince all that] Th, 
are ungodly amongſt them, of all their hard Speeches the Ca 
which ungodly Sinners have ſpoken 1 N him. 50 he, gr 
many as we patiently heard, of baſely conniv© 

at, we ſhall be taken to have own'd, anqap- 


prov'd. Twill not ſerve the turn then ad 
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The Duty of Admoniſting Sinners. 19 


Lord, they were none of mine, Inever had ſuch words 
in my Mouth.For it may be reply'd,and juſtly too; 
Yes,you made them your own,for what have you 
done to Diſclaim, and acquit your ſelf of them? 
what proof did you give of your diſlike & abhor- 
zence ? What courſe did you take when it was in 
your Power to prevent, or have *em puniſh'd. Be 
not deceived, Ged is not mocked, he knows very well 
what we might do, how far we might go if we 
have a mind to't, and what he expects, and de- 
mands at our Hands, for the Lord is a God of 
Judgment, and by him Actions are weighed. He 
that reacheth Han Knowledge, ſhall not he know ? 
He that chaſtiſeth the Heathen, ſhall not he correct? 
Plal. 94. 10. When a Heathen was Caſuiſt good 
enough to reſolve this caſe ; Scelus qui non prohibit, 
cum poſſit, jubet. Senec. He that forbids not a 
Crime when he can, in effect commands it. 

If every idle word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhait 
give Account of in the Day of Fudg ment, ture then 
every Treaſonable Word that they ſhall hear a- 
gain ſt the Majeſty of their Maker, every Blaſ- 
phemous Affront that is belch't in his Face, while 
they ramely ſtand by, and are as 4 Mar that brar- 
eth not, or in whoſe Mouth is no reproof, will 
call for an otherguiſe Reckoning, and ſcarce 
(whatever we fancy) come off as a common fail- 
ing, or a Sin of Infirmity. 

There's no ſuch thing as ſtanding Neuters in 
the Cauſe of God, he never did, nor indeed can 
he, grant to a Creature ſuch a Diſpenſation; for 
be continueth faithful, he cannot deny himſelſ. 


C 2 It 


20 The Duty of Almoniſhing Sinners. 

If it be pretended that ris not for want of good 
Will but only a good * Aſſurance, not from any 
Principle of Eumity againſt him, but only from 
baſhfulneſs that we appear no forwarder : this 
indeed mightily mends the matter; to fay] 
would be true to God, and my Conſcience, if! 
durit : If this be your beſt Plea, Hear and Trem- 
ble, ye ſneaking, faint-hearted, lukewarm Pro. 
feſſors, how far this will bear you harmleis, H. 
ſoever ſhall be aſhamed, &c. 

Vet this Declaration was made when the Laus 
and Powers on Earth were all point blank againli 
their Duty; and inſtead of protecting in the dil- 
charge:of ir, were ready to perſecure them to 
the Death, for daring to own it. How much 
heavier then muſt this Guilt be, when the Laws 
we live. under joyn herein with the One Great 
Lawgiver, and not only allow it, but command 
it, ſo that we may not only with Safety, and 
Credit be true to our God; but we cannot be o 
therwiſe unleſs falte ro our Prince; and ſo ht 
under the Guilt of a double Diſobedience.. We 
all the danger we can pretend to diſcourage us 

is the Offence, and perhaps the hard Looks ot 
Words (for they dare go no farther) of lon 
lorry worthlefs Worm, who if he ſhould ev 
come to know himtelf, and underſtand the thing 

that belong to his Peace, will be bound to bleis Go 
for your Charitable Care; and (as we have {ome 
times known it happen) to thank you heartih 
and confeſs himſelf bound to pray for you aslon| 
as he lives, for giving a check to his Curſed {elk 

deſtroying Folly, and perhaps pulling him « 
Brand out of the Burning. 
| l 
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The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 21 
$904 And now can you imagine ſuch a danger as this 
any Wl ſufficient to ballance the HY of God chat ſuch 
from 1 doughty Trial will hold us excus'd, for balking 
this N our known Duty? that Humane frailty will ak- 
lay 1 bord us here any ſhelter or ſhadow of Plea ? J 
if 1 this a difficulty ſtrong enough ro ſhock our Alle- 
em- giance to God and his Vece, and make us 
Pro-Mſtrike a League with Faction, and ſneak to the De- 
o- eie What! a vile Wretch to be ſet againſt God 

ind our Governours, and all good Chriltians, and 
Laws Subjects too? And revolt from them rather than 
gainitclaſh with ſuch a piece of Clay, while he bids de- 
e dil-Wfance to them all? How will it ſound in the great 
em Day of Account; Lord, I would have done my 
much Duty (as I was convinc'd of it) and ſhewn my 
| aWSW7eal and Lo alty ro thee ; but I feared my Neigh- 
C7e4Shbour would have taken it ill, and I was loath to 
1manaiifpleaſe him. Indeed (may Chriſt fay) when 
J ange come to be Arraign'd, you were ſorely put 
t be ot! A very fiery Trial you had to pals through! 
%o great ſtreight you were reduc'd to, A CGood!y 


Where that I was Prijed at by your My Favour laid 

age Un the Ballance againſt that of a Sinful Sor, and it 

A5 Wanted Weight to turn the Scale? A very nice 
tome 


Queſtion, which of the two you ſhould diſoblige; 
Lend which you were bound to fide with and obey, 
e thing he Sow of Cod or a Son of Belial ? Chriſt and Ba- 
els Go abbas in competition again? When the very ſame 
e 10MWerfon you wonld have made no Scruple to dif- 
eartily blige to a much higher Degree, if he had Stole 
| aslonl rom you to the value of Ten-pence, nay had made 
ed ſelhut a Stoppage of a Light or a Matercourſe, and to 
im 4 Wave put him for che one to five times the Shame, 
ud for the other to ten times the Charge. 
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22 The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners, 


But perhaps there may be another Objection 
that lies at the bottom, and is loath to appear, at 
leaſt in its own Shape: For Cowardice is reckon'd 
ſo Scandalous,even by the Men of this World, who 
otherwiſe Glory in their Shame, that few will ven- 
ture to own it, and rather than lay the blame chere, 
will impute it to down-right Ungodlinels, rather | 
confels they have no fear of God, than too great &c. 
a fear of Man, however, let it ſtand forth, and hard 
thoſe who think fit, take the Benefit of it. We into 
love to ſleep in a whole Skin, and are not for ex · ¶ ul 

oſing our ſelves to needleſs Danger, and who ſhad 
E but a Boyſterous Ruffian, if 1 ſhould lu-· But 
form againſt him, may Knock me o'th' Head, or 


matt 

do me a Miſchief ? get t 
If there were any ſuch Danger (as Iam per we 
ſwaded there is none) even preſent certain Deati done 
ought not to drive us from a known Duty: H4 cour 
that Loveth his own Life more than me, ſays thꝗ not 
Captain of our Salvation, is not worthy of me. Noll A 
can we loſe our Lives, (which in alittle whilg us, 


muſt be parted with) whether we chooſe, or whe 
ther we refuſe in a better Account than Obediency I fay 
to our God and King, We are bound to face th then 
biggeſt Danger, and boldly to own and diſcharg 


vent 
our Duty, tho'a Tyrant threaten us with utmo Dev 
Torments, and an Heathen could read us ſud hear 
a Lecture of Conſtancy, Jauſt um & tenacem prof neve 
do ſiti virum non vultus inſtantis Tyranni ments quai (unl. 
ſolida; and if it were a Principle of Morality, I the: 
{ure "tis much more of Divinity. We ought FF you 
tell an Ahab or an Herod to their, Teeth, th afrai 
they have both the Law, and the Sword on thei to b 
fide, and a Jexave! and Herodias to ſtir them 4: none 


i ” 
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Miſchief. Thou art he that troubleſt Iſrael, or 
it is not lawful for thee to have thy Brothers Wife. 

Aud indeed eur very fears ſhould oblige and 
who embolden us to it; becauſe he that is higher then 
ven-W the higheſt, regardethᷣ it, and there are higher they 
here, MW they. If thou haft not the Courage to ſtand ſuch a 
ather Shock, then what wilt thou do when God riſeth up, 
great &c. Our Cowardice here is deſperate Fool- 
„and hardineſs ; to run from the Barking of a Cur 

WeWW into the Mouth of a Lyon; or like the Horſe and 
rex · ¶ Aule without underſtanding, who ſtart at the 
who ſhadow of a Buſh, and leap down a precipice. 
But I think in our preſent Cale, we have no ſuch 
matter to trouble our heads; we ſhall never 
get the Honour of Martyrdom this way, though 
we delir'd it as eagerly as Origen is ſaid to have 
done: God will not let us upon fo poor an ac- 
count, ſuffer ſo deep in his Quarrel, if we are 
hot too Wiſe, and wary to truſt him. 

And beſides, that he is ingaged to ſtand by 
us, and bring us off; let me tell you for your 
incouragement (and I have ſome reaſon for what 
Ifay) the Children of Belial are greater Cowards 

n you are aware of, and have as little Zeal to 
venture their Lives, or their Purſes, either in the 
DeviPs Service, as you can. in God's. I have 
heard of ſome fuch bluſters and big words, but 


charg 
ut mo 
us luc! 


m pra never yet could hear of any Execution done; 
4 qual (unleſs where a mad Multitude incourage each 
ty, 11 other in an Evil matter; and I am not exhorting 
ight you to ingage ſingle with a Rabble) and to be 
h, ch afraid of a — that ſcarce ever happened, is 
n thelfl to be a Coward without a Precedent ; and if 


none durſt do it, what would become of us, 
__ WS * 
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24 The Duty of Admoniſping Sinners. 
We ſee ſturdy Villains proſecute ] daily to the 
danger of their Lives, and ver neither they,” when 
they come off, nor their Sworn Brethren in Inj. 
quity (who yet ſtand at Swords Point as it were 
with the World, and neither fear God nor regard 
Man) have much ſtomach to revenge their Quar- 
rel. Such reſtraints doth God lay (which 1 have 
often admir'd) on the worſt of Miſcreants ; and 
ſo effectually does he provide, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Hi. 
neſty. And we need not fear that a Twelve Penny 
Fine will ſo inrage them as deſperately to venture 
all they are worth to be revenged of God, and 
the Government. | 

But now let me tell you, the danger on the 
other hand, and pray conſider which is the moſt 
Terrible, that of two Evils you may choole the 
leaſt, which all the World confeſſes is the wiſeſt 
Courſe ; If ye will not face this doughty danger, 
but rather let the Devil Reign without Controul 
then ſuch a riſque ; God I can aſſure you will 
reſent it, and highly too; and (unleſs Repentance 
ward off the ſtroke) as ſurely revenge it; he 
will treat us as Deſerters, if not as 'downright 
Rebels; as thoſe ho have run from their Co- 
tours, if not, as thoſe that have Fought againſt 
him, and ſer their tongues anainſt the moſt High. 
He that heareth Curſing and bewrayeth it not, though 
he may ſcape the ſinners, ſhall have God's Curie ; 
and conſider which we are beſt able to bear. 
What has been ſaid of this Sin, holds good in 
proportion with regard to all the other reigning 
Abuſes, and corruptions of the Age, which are 
ſa rife and rampant amongſt us: Againſt I 
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chere are Laws now in force, if we would but lend 
an helping hand toward the Execution, that they 
may have free courſe, and obtain the end for which 
chey were made: And I perſwade my ſelf, no 
one can be ſo dull, as not to perceive their Buty 
as binding with reſpect to the reſt; Such as 
Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Sabbath- breaking, &c. 


And *tis an amazing Myſtery to me, how Pub- 


lick Officers eſpecially, can ſwallow an Oath to 


bring all ſuch Offences to the Cognizance of the 
ſeveral Courts to which they appertain ; and yet 
ſee them daily committed under their Noſe, and 
make their returns, withour taking any manner 
of notice about them. I could not but think m 
ſelf falſe to my truſt, if not plainly Perjur'd by 
ſuch Prevarication ; and I {uppoſe no one will 
plead in their own defence thar God is the Party 
Injur'd, and therefore there is no harm done. 
They make ſome Conſcience in other matters, 
and thar as they would have ir thought, becauſe of 
the Oath of G: A Whelm, a Nutance, an In- 
mate, and the like, they dare, and do daily In- 
dict, (let who will be diſpleaſed) becauſe *ris the 
Duty of their place. But the Overflonings of Un- 
oodlineſs 1 warrant are no Whelm, Riot and 
Drunkenneſs, are no Nuſance, and the Devils 
Incarnate, no Troubleſome lu mates, but very 
Civil, Peaceable, and inoffenſive Neighbours, and 
twere a Hundred pities to moleſt or diſturb them. 
But till theſe Abuſes are reform'd, I am ſure we 
can never expect a Bleſſing ; and God may jaltly 
complain after all the Care and Compaſhon he has 
beſtowed upon us, as he does by the Prophet of that 
Stiff-neck' d, Incorrigible People, which ſo long 
| tryed 
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tryed his Patience; Jer. G. 29. The Bellows are bury; 
the Lead is conſumed of the fire, the Founder meltet, 
in vain, for the Wicked are not 2 away; and! 
wiſh that Sentence do not enſue next; verſe zo. 
Reprobate falver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord 
bath rejected them. | 
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Fools make a Mock at Sin. 


F we compare the Account which God has 
given'us in his Word, of the Nature, and 
Effects of Sin, with the Account which is 
commonly made of it in the World; and 

turn our Eyes and Thoughts from what we Read 

there, to what we Daily ſee here: The ſtrange 

— | diſagreement we ſhall meet with may tempt us 

to think that there muſt needs be fome miſtake 
or miſunderſtanding in the matter, that God 
means one thing by Sin, and the World another : 
For ſure it can never be the ſame which God ſo 
greatly abhors, ſo heavily condemns ; and yet 
Mankind ſo freely commits, and too often ſo 
highly commends. en IO Lg 
The Holy Ghoſt has deſcrib'd it in the moſt 
frightful Characters, as an heidous, horrible 
Monſter : The World repreſents it with taki 
Features, as a Comely, and agreeable Miſtreſs: 
The Divine Pencil has drawn it as a Gloom 

— Night- piece with dark Shades, Black and Diſmal 

as the Shadow of Death, The World ſets it off as 

a lively Frolick, with Bright Airy Colours: By 

the One tis brought on the Stage as a moſt Sad 

and Terrible Tragedy: By the Other *tis Acted 
as a Comical Intrigue, or Pleaſant Farce, as mat- 
ter of Mirth and Diverſion, - 

Well may we ſtart that Queſtion of Nicodemus 


upon 
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Fre like ſurprize, How can theſe things be? 
How ſhall we reconcile theſe flat contradictions ? 
How ſhall we ſolve this dark Riddle? And clear 
our ſelves of this intricate Maze? Indeed I {+ 
not how. This Riddle would poſe us, this IA. 
byrinth loſe us for ever, if God himſelf had no 
given us the Clue to bring us out, viz. That / 
hath not Eyes of Fleſh, and ſeeth not as Man ſeeth + 
That his Thoughts arc not as our Thoughts, nor his 
Ways as the Ways of Man : But thoſe things which 
are hishl y eſteemed among Men are an Abomination 
in the ſig ht of God, Were it not truly thus, how 
could we poſhbly Account for the wide diſſent be. 
tween Man and his Maker. God has branded ir 
with all the Marks of Ignominy, as the moſt Scan- 
dalous, Diſgraceful thing in Nature; the fouleii 

lot that can cleave to a Creature; the greatel!, 
and only juſt cauſe. of Shame, v. 34. Sin is 4 Re- 
proach to any People ; And the Prophet Jeremy ex- 

reſſes the greateſt Confuſion upon the review, 
wo 31.9. I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, 
becauſe'l did bear the Reproach of my Youth. But 
the Men of the World have waſh'd this Negro 
White, they have Voted it clear from any ſuch 
Charge: So far is the Reproach of it from being 4 
Burthen to them, that they can boldly Glory in 
their Shame, and inſtead of bluſhing at it, will 
put him out of Countenance, that ſhall dare to 
upbraid them with it. 

Again, God has given us to underſtand, that {fo 
tis a pregnant Evil, big with all Plagues, 4 world net 
of miſchief, full of deadly poyſon. How abominable Tat 
then and filthy is man, that drinks up iniquity like oh 
waer, that gorges it down without Fear or Mea- W 
ſure, nay, quafls ir off with the moſt voluptuous Ch 

Gui:, 
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Guſt, as the beſt wine that goeth down pleaſantly, 

as if it were not only Safe and Harmleſs, but 

highly Cordial and Delicious. As if that Deſcrip- 

tion did not belong to it, Deut. 32. 31. Their vine 
is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah : 
their grapes are grapes of Gall, their Cluſters are 
litter : their wine 15 the poyſon of Dragons, and the 
critel venom of Aſps. And is it poſſible, the moſt 
Thirity Feaveriſh Soul ſhould venture on ſuch a 
deſperate Draught, if it had the leaſt intimation 
of fuch Baneful Ingredients ? and yet we ſee it 
goes down as {moothly, as if the Poylonous Na- 
ture were chang'd, or ſome Sovereign Antidote 
lately found out, unknown to former Ages, un- 
known to God himſelf, whereby to Cure its 
Malignity, or prevent its deadly operation. 
Nay, though ar the laſt, they find by Experience 
what our Author had foretold, Prov. 23. 32. It 
biteth Uke a Serpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder 
Vet as if it had the fame effect with the ſting of 
the Tarantula; it produces a kind of Sardonick 
laughter; the Impoitoned Wretch is tickled with 
the Venom, Makes a mock of-Sin to the laſt, ſpends 
his days in Mirth, and in a moment goes down to the 
Crave. | 

In Diſcourſing upon this Subject, I ſhall ſhew, 
Hg, What are the molt common Inſtances where- 
in Men are wont to make 4 muck of Sin. 

Secondly, Endeavour to find out the true Cauſes 
(for Reaton there can be none, and it were mad- 
neſs ro expect them) of this Prophane and Deſpe- 
Tate Wantonnels. 

Thirdly, Make it appear that this Wicked and 
Wanton Humour, fairly intitles them to the 
Character of Fools, Laſtly, 
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- Laſtly, Draw ſome Plain and Practical Uſes 
fr om the whole. h 
Firſt, Then we are to inquire what it is to mak 
# mock at Sin, and upon what occaſions this is 
ordinarily done. Where we muſt take the word 
Sin in the molt reſtrained ſenſe, as it ſignifies the 
tranſgreſſion of the Divine Law, for ſo the Apoſtle 
defnes it; as it implies an offence immediately 
againſt God; Pſalm 51. 4. Againſt thee, thee only 
have I ſinned, and what neceſſarily follows upon 
that, an injury to — Souls; for he 
that ſmmeth againſt me, ſays the Eternal Miſdom, 
Prov. S. ult. wrongeth his own Soul; that is in one 
word, Sin as Sin, ſever'd from its Foreign or re- 
moter Conſequences. 

For it mult bg confeſt, that when Cloath'd with 
other Circumſtances, and Attended with other 
Conſequences, tis uſually treated with more 
reſpect, and thought too ſolemn a thing to make 
a Jeſt of. For inſtance,when it touches or threatens 
the Carcale, that hallowed Shrine, to which Car- 
nal Men pay all their Devotion; when it impairs 
the Health, breaks the Eaſe, or obſtructs the 
pleaſure of the Body : when it chaſtens us with 
pain upon our Bed, and the multitude of our Bones 
with 7 pain. 

Or Secondly, When it brings us under the Laſh 
of Humane Laws, and ſtrikes at our Liberty, 
Life, or Eſtate, or when it blaſts our Credit in 
the World: In theſe Cates, few are ſo merrily 
diſpoſed as to make a mock at Sin, unleſs here 
and there ſome hardened Reprobates, or profli- 
gate Wretches, who are quite ſunk to the level 
of the Beaſts that periſh, Theſe are it ſeems, jo” 
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and tender Parts, in which if it touches us, tis 
allowed to have a ſting, and that felt to the quick. 
But as it only expoſes to the Wrath of God, the 
Terrors of Conſcience, and the Torments of 
Hell, and the reſt of that Inviſible Train: Alafs ! 
tis but brute Thunder that can neither cool their 
Courage, nor damp their Mirth : In this Scrip- 
ture Dreſs, tis look'd on as a meer Scare-Crow, 
not terrible enough to fright Children and Fools, 
for conſider'd only as ſuch, even Fools can make a 
mock at ſm, and that either 1ſt, in Others: Or, 
2dly, in Themſelves. 

1ſt, In Others. This ariſes from Two ſeveral 
Springs, viz. Spite, or Wantonneſs. The 1ſt is, 
when we ſcornfully Upbraid and Inſult over the 
Sins or Infirmities of our Brethren : When we 
make their falls the triumph of our Wit, and ſo 
glory in their ſhame. This Vice has a peculiar 
Name in the Greek smaaymgxia the very reverſe 
of Charity, which 1 Cor. 13. 6. rejoyceth not in ini- 
quity, but re joyceth in the truth. 

But this does not ſo properly belong to our 
preſent Subject as the other, which is far more 
common, and proceeds from Wantonneſs : When 
we make our ſelves Merry with the Sins of others, 
not in ſpite to their Perſons, but in a Prophane 
contempt of che Sin and the Law of God, which 
forbids it : For Inſtance, when we laugh at Pro- 
fane Jeſts, or are pleaſed with Lewd, and Mil- 
chievous Frolicks ; or which is a practice now-a- 
days, become Genteel and Faſhionable ; draw 
others into Drunken Debauches, detain them by 
Force or Iutreaty, and make them loſe their reaſon 
in the Debauch. How often is this boaſted of as 

« 
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a kind of Victory, or Succeſsful Exploit; and made 
che matter of no ſmall Triumph. So common it is, 
and ſo peculiar to the humour of the Age, that! 
ſhould have thought it one of our freſh Inventions 
or modern Diſcoveries, had not the Prophet 
Habakkuk made mention of it, and withal,denoun. 
ces an heavy Wo againſt it, 2. 15. Wo unto him that 
giveth his neighbour drink, that putteth thy bottle 16 
him, and maleſt him drunk, that thou mig hteſt loo 
un their nakedneſs; i. e. that they may expoſe them. 
elves, and entertam their Treacherous Friends Mich 7} 
with the unhappy ſlips of their Supplanted Reaſon, MWiſgv! 
Now, what an Inhumane, as well as Unchriitiai Mriffio 
Sport is this? more Cruel then the Philiftines Ulag! 
of Sampſon; what a difhoneſt Paſtime ! how un- 
beſeeming a Man to be diſpleaſed with the Scandal 
of our common Nature! how near a Kin to one 
of the greateſt, Crimes that ever was committed 
wiz, the Sin of Cham, which brought a Curie on 
his whole Poſterity, but no wonder for Folly, 707 

15. 21. 25 joy to him that is deſtitute of wiſdom. 

We read of the Sports. of the Ancient Roman,, 
and that not without a juſt Abhorrence, who en- 
tertained themlelves with the bloody Spectacle 
of Slaughter'd Men, and had often ſome Scores 
of Gladiators Sacrificed at once to that Cruel Di— 
verſion. But how much more Barbarous a Delight 
| is it, to lee God diſhogoured, our Natures dilgra- 
| ccd, Immortal Souls ſtain'd, their Conſciences 
5 -wounded, not without danger of their Eternal 
Death? A Diverhon fit for none but Devils, an 
Humour one would think no here to be found 
but in Hell. But ſure they will pay dear 10: 
tuch wanton Plealures ; for this is (if any thing) 
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nale themſelves partakers of other Mens Sint in 


he higheſt degree, and therefore with higheſt 


eaſon to ke of their Plagues. To theſe I may 
irly apply that Paſſage of Solomon, 4s a Mad-mant 
hat cafteth Firebrands, Avrows and Death, „ o is he 
bat decerveth his Neighbour, and ſaith, am I not in 


"But 2dly; The main Inſtance of this impious 

olly, is to make a mock at Sm in themſelves; 

r as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, to [port themſelves 

ith their own Decervmss.' This wanton Humor 
liſcovers it ſelf either; 1½, In the actual Com- 

niftion' of the Sin, when it is adventured upon 

n a careleſs ludicrous manner, with an Air of 
ollity and unconcern: As if it were a Matter 
fno moment or 'confequence, and did not de- 
eve a ſerious thought or look. When inſtead 
f having an horror upon us, as (if our Conſci- 
nce were awake) it could ſcarce be 4voided ; we 
uſh upon it with a wild fort of bravery; and 
mn to our own Courſe, as the Horſe ruſbeth into the 
attel, and make as light of it when we have 
one. Such, ſays Agur, Prov. 30. 20. Is the way 
f an adulterous woman, ſhe eat#th, and wipeth hei 
outh, and ſaith I have done no wickedneſs. The 
une was the aggravation of Eſau's Sin that: 
randed him with the Character oft Prophane, that 
e made no more of all the ſacred Priviledges of 
he Firſt: Born, the Prieſthood, the Patriachs, and 
he Promiſes, than a Morſel of Bread. Gen. 25. 
es He did eat, aud drink, and roſe up, and went 
bis. way : Thus Eſau deſpiſed his Birthrigblt. 

Or adh, When they make a Mock at Sin in 
the After-relation; and take a Pride, and Plea- 
ue in telling their ns For tho' it were ſome 


— 7 = =. - oy - — 2 — - — <= — 
3 = x — 


very 


— —ä — 
—— 4 — — — =» 
2 w - — XS... — 4 


= 
— 


9 
I. 
4 
| 
li 


4. — 2 
2 > 4 — 


34 The Folly of SIN. 
very entertaining Adventue. This ſome impu- Sv. 
Lots Sinners can do with ſuch a. brisk air — pH 
guſt, as if it were the beſt part of the Enjoy. F 
ment, and half of the Satisfaction would have t 
been loſt without it. Did they confeſs them with and 
Shame, and Sorrow as their greateſt miſery; ces. 
*twould be ſome little expiation of their Guilt :M 4nd 
But *tis plain their deſign is to move —.— and 
rather than Pity; it may be to fiſh for Applauſe. MW Cay 
Nay, as if they would make a mock at God too can 
as well as Sin, interweave ever and anon a light, left 
heedleſs, God forgive me, as a pretty varniſh to Dif 
{et off the Diſcourſe. To make a formal Narrs MW lief 
tive of their drunken Frolicks, and add ſome Ex WM ven 
travagancies that were never acted to make the MW kee 
ory more diverting, is a piece of Wit ſo com- the 
mon now adays, that he who has none of this js u 
kind to produce, is lookt upon as a meer Cy-M u 
pher or Ideot, who has known nothing at all of W obſ 
the World. But could any one believe ſuch pro- gett 
digious Impudence ? Adultery too, that abomina- e 
ble Offence againſt the Law of God, Nature, W fir, 
and Nations, which even Heathens puniſh with W aba 
Death, and never . mention'd but with abhor- 8 
rence ; is often told by way of mirth and drol- 
lery ; the Party wrong'd is ridicul'd into the 
Bargain, and the bold Actor boaſts of the In- 
trigue; and tis odds but he's cry'd up by his 
Comrades, as an accompliſh't Gallant, or what 
the Stage repreſents and reconumends, a fine Gen. 
tleman. And I verily believe, did not the Law 
ſtrike ſome terrour, and lay ſome reſtraint upon 
2 Perjury and Parricide, Sacriledge and 
Treaſon, Murder and Robbery would be blancht 
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over too at the ſame rate, (for Sodomy is already 
and mine t into petty venial Miſcarriages. 
But 2dly, The main occahon of making a mock 
at Sin, is when they are ſharply reproy'd for it, 
and ſerionfly warn'd of the dreadful Conſequen- 
ces. Then is the time to ſummon all their Wit, 
and Spleen together, and make the moſt ſtout 
and obſtinate Defence: But foraſmuch as their 
Cauſe will not bear a ſerious reply, and Reaſon 
can ſtand them there in no ſtead ; their only way 
left, is to ridicule their Reprover, and turn his 
Diſcourfe into N ; the laſt, but lame re- 
lief of a baffled Cauſe. And when Rage and Re- 
venge come to their aſſiſtance, they ſet the 
keeneſt edge on their Wits, and inſpire them witli 
the moſt bitter and virulent Scofts. That what 
is wanting 1n force of Ar may be made 
up in Scorn and Deſpite ; therefore Solomon well 
obſerves, Prov. 9. 7. He that reproveth a ſcornev 
getteth to himſelf ſhame, and be that rebuketh a wick- 
ed man getteth to himſelf a blot, i. e. He ſhall be 
ſure to be foully beſpatter'd, and if over-modeſt 
abaſht too for his pains. _ 8 

Such was the —— the Prophet Jeremy met: 
with from thoſe ſcorwful Men which ruled that peo- 
ple in Feruſalem, as he tells us, Fer. 20. 8. For 
fince I ſpake the word of the Lord was made a re- 
proach unto me, and a deriſion daily. Nay, Wiſdom 
it ſelf met with no fairer treatment, and that too 
at the hand of the Scribes and Phariſees, thoſe 
ſtarch't ſolemn Elders, who otherwiſe affected 
more gravity than became them. But when their 
ſecret Luſts were toucht, they had no other Re- 
medy, but to lay aſide the Doctor, and play the 
Buffon. Luk 16. 14. And the Phariſees alſo who 
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36 The Fully of SIN. 
were. cqetous beard all; theſe things and they derided 
him. Now in this | Caſe, only, even a #7ſe Mar: 
too ay wake a mock, tho not at Sin, yet at ſcorn- 
ful Sinners, (for God himſelf ſcorneth the ſcorners, 
and will laugh at their calamity, and mock when their 
feam tameth ). i. e. Return their taunts in their 
own dialeck, and anſwer theſe fools according to 
their. folly, leſt they be wiſe in their own conceit, 
leſt. they fondly, boaſt they have won the day. 
and worſted or filenct all their Antagoniſts. Fon 
as Zopbax, Job 11. 3. Shall thy lies make men hold 
their peace £ And hen thou mockeſt ſhall no man mak» 
thee aſbumid? And we have the Example of Elyah, 
i Kings 18. 27. moſt clear, and full to our pur- 
pole. However this Courſe is not adviſable when 
it may be avoided : But ſometimes there is 10 
getting clear of ſuch foul mouth'd Adverſarics 
without betraying the Truth. Our Saviour tho 
he. often endured ſuch contradidion of Sinners, and 
(when, the Caſe required) anſwered them with a 
juſt keenneſs and indignation ; gives us this ge- 
neral Rule. Caft not your pearls Wt ſme, leſt 
they trample, &c. And our Author to the ſame ef- 
ect, Prov. 2. 39. 9peak not iu the ears of. a fool, 
for be will deſpiſe the wiſdom of thy words. It is no 
doubt for our eaſe, if not for our Honour, to en- 
gage as ſeldom with them as may be; for Prov. 
29. 9. If a wiſe man. contendeth with a fooliſh nan, 
whether he rage or laugh there is no reſ.. | 
But here to give the vileſt Scorners their due. 
It muſt. be own'd, that in ſome caſes they can, and 
uſually do, refrain from making à mock at Sin and 
their friendly Reprover. For Inſtance, if their 
Phyſician tell them you muſt leave off this rio- 
tous courſe of Life, keep better Hours, and bet- 
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ter Orders, or you'll ſhorten your days. Or it 
their Counceb ſhould tell them theſe unwarrant- 
able Practices are more than you can anſiver. 
they'll bring you e're long into a Fremmrire, for 
feit your Head, or make your Purſe foundly pay 


tor it: or a E Friend to this effect; ſuch a 


lewd ſcandalous courſe of Life wilt blaſt your 
Credit, blow up your Eſtate, and bring you to 
Shame and Beggery. Tho they do not think fit 
to take their Advice, becauſe wickedneſs is asa feet 
morſel t their months \, too ſiveet to part with, 
and therefore /pare, and forſake it not: Yet they 
are moſt an end, fo far from entertaining ſuch x 
Monitor with ſcorn and flouts as to take, or ſeem 
at leaſt to take it in good part, and it may be 
thank them for their kind Advice. But if a 
Miniſter or Chriſtian Friend Argue the Caſe 
from ſuch Topicks as theſe; you endanger the 
Peace of your Conſc rence, which is the beſt Friend 
and the worſt of Enemies, and lay your everlaſt- 
—_ at ſtake : For be ſure, God and your Sins 
will find you out, and tis a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God; or as El: to his repro- 
bate Youths, 1 Sam. 3. 25. If one man fin againſt 
another, the judge ſhall judge him, but if a man fin: 
againſl the Lord, who ſhall entreat for him. The 
taireſt reply we can look for from them is; if this 
be all there's no great danger; wemay {pare our 
Preaching, God is merciful ; and however they 
thall fare as well as the reſt of their Neighbours, 
_ are not to be frighted with ſuchi affected 
Pant. ity 8 (a4 | 173 * > Fo 
\-F have'done with the firſt Head; What it ts 
to make.a moch at Sin. I ſhall now: proceed to aſ- 
ſign ſome. Cauſes (tor 8 we cannot ja 
n 3 unleſs 
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unleſs we could cum rationes in ſanire, rave by 
Rule, and run mad by Reaſon) of this want) 


wicked inſolence. The general Cauſes which e- 
qually concur to all other Sins; ſuch as the 
emptation of Satan, the Corruption of our Na- 
tures, the Enmity of our Hearts to God by wicked 
works, gc. 1 ſhall wave at preſent, as being too 
wide, and indefinite: And confine my Diſcourſe 
to ſuch as are more peculiar, and immediately 
productive of theſe unhappy Effects. 
The 1½, and ſureſt is an habitual Prophane- 
neſs; when the Heart is harden'd thro the deceit 
Fulneſi of Sin, and the Conſcience ſear'd as with an 
hot tron, and like the hands of Galley-ſlaves by 
long tugging at the Oar, have contracted a (Cal. 
lus or Cruſt, ſo that they can without feeling 
play with Hell-fire. Then Reproofs, Exhortat!- 
ons, nay, and Threatnings too can make no en- 
trance, but rebound as from a Wall of Braſs in 
the Face of the Reprover. Many the like Effects 
of Cuſtom we ſee every day: A: raw Soldier, 
who when newly lifted, would have trembled 
at the report of a Gun, and it may be ſiroon d at 
the ſight of his own Blood, when fleſh'd with 
Slaughter, and enur'd to Danger, can run upon a 
Cannons-mouth, tread on heaps of ſlain with as 
little concern as if they were heaps of Stones; 
and make no more of killing a Man than a Dog. 
Many a Legion of ſuch hardy Veterans has Satan 
in his Service; who tho while Novices and Freſh- 
men they venture with aking Hearts, and trem- 
Dung Hands, on leſſer Sins, can now boldly ruſh 
on the biggeſt Impieties; can play on the Halt of 
the Aſp, and put their Hand into the Cockatrice Den; 
ny ltko the Leviathan, Job 4. 1. Their heart 5 as 
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darts are counted. as flubble, they laugh 
of a ſpear, at all the threatnings of 


as 4 
the Fab 
Goſpel and terrors of the Lord. 

To this if there be added, 2dly, An Atherſtical 
Spirit, (which is ſeldom found without the for- 
mer) then'we have an accompliſht Champion ter 
the Devils Cauſe, arm'd at all points, and proof 
againft all the Powers of the World to come. When 
once the Fool cam ſay in his Heart there id no God, 
no wonder if he can without ſcruple make a mock 


firm 
at 
the 


at Sin : For then there would be no ſuch thing 


in Nature as we have defin'd it, viz. A wrong to 
God and onr own Souls. And could they once make 
out the Premiſes, we would not much ſtand with 
them fer the Conſequence, that they might 
make as bold with Sin as they pleaſe, were there 
> God to avenge it, nor Soul to be damn'd 
a : ; 

But they muſt firſt perſwade themſelves ont 
of their Senſos as well as Reaſon, muſt put out 
their Eyes, and all the glorious Lights of Hea- 
ven, before they can ſtart a doubt of his Eter- 
nal Power and Godhead. For the heavens declare the 
glory of God, Pſal. 19. 1. Ec. Or if they would be 
inform'd nearer Home, 12. 7. Ak now the 
beaſts and they ſhall teach thee, and the fowls of the air 


and they ſhall tell thee, and the fiſhes of the fea ſhall 
e 


declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all theſe that 
the hand of the Lord hath wrought this in whoſe 
hand, &c. Nay, to come one ſtep lower, and 
fend them to Tutors of their own Temper, or li- 
keſt themſelves. I tell you if theſe ſhould hold their 
Peace, the very Stones would immediately cry out; and 
proclaim the Being of their Creator, God bleſſed for 


der more 
D 4 But 


aka a - m 
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But this is indeed an Abſurdity of that mon- 
ſtrous Vice that fe I hope can ſtretchi(tho' ma- 
ny would) their Reaſon, and Conſcience wide e- 
nough to ſwallouꝭ it. 

Therefore we muſt look, 3dh, For ſome more 
common and likely Cauſe of that contempt of God 
and Sin, which we ſee ſo common amongſt us: And 
here the Royal Prophet's — furniſh us 
exactly; E,. 36. 1. The tranſgreſion of the wicked 
ſaith within my heart, that there is no, fear of God be. 
fore bis eyes ; q., d. this is the very language of his 
Actions, that God is not in all his Thoughts. For 
tho tis exceeding hard, and next to ĩmpoſſible to 
ſmother the ſtrong Perſwaſion that every Soul of 
Man bas of his Exiſtence; yet tis very eaſie, and 
nothing more uſual than to ſuppreſs the actual 
Senſe. af his Preſence; which may embolden us 
no leſs tlian the other to the moſt daring Acts of 
Defiance. Nothing ſliort of a lively, apprehenſion 
of the Divine Preſence, will ſtrike a ſufficient aw 
upon our Souls for a Party that we conceive as 
abſent and out of ſight and hearing affects us no 
more, than if he were not at all. Whereas on tlie 
other hand, did we ſet the Lord always before ut; 
conſider of him as upon the ſpot, as a nice Obſer- 
ver, and rewarder - of all our Behaviour; we 
could never arrive to that pitch of Impudence as 
to Sport our ſelves with the breach of his Laws. 
and nake a mock of Sin which his, Soul hateth, and 
ſo in effect Affront him to his Face. For as Fob 
preſſes the fame Argument. 13.9, Js it good that 
be hould ſearch yon ont? or as one man mocketh ano. 
ther, durſ# ye ſo mock God? ſhall. not bis excellenq; 
awake you afraid, and bis dread fall upon gon? No 
doubt the ſtouteſt Sinner would find his Couraer 
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fail him, and his wanton Inſolence chang'd into 
extream Dread and Conſternation. The moſt im- 
udent Male factor will ſcarce play the Wanton 
before the Judge, bow unſeemly ſoever his De- 
meanor may be behind his Back. In the mean 
while what a ſilly and more than childith Weak- 
neſs is it, to be concern'd at nothing but. juſt 
what we ſee, to-wink hard our ſelves, and thence 
conclude with them, I/. 29. 15. Our Works are in 
the Dark, who * us, and who knoweth us ? 3 
A ath Cauſe that Fools make a Mock at Sin, is 
much of the ſame Nature and Original with the 
foregoing z viz. Ihat they are wholly led by their 
Senſes, and as they can (while ſo) have no live- 
Iy ſenſe of God, ſo neither a true ſight of Sin; 
both which (tho in all other reſpects quite con- 
trary) yet agree in this, that they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. ' Now there is that hideous Detormity, 
thoſe hateful Qualities in the very Idea of Sin ; 
tis ſuch an ugly miſhapen Monſter, that would 
we once behold it in its true Colours, would rather 
ſetze us with Horror and Amazement, than mini- 
ſtex matter of Wanton Mirth; as Plato was wont 
to ſay, If Vertue could aſſume a Bodily Shape, and 
be viewed with the Eyes of Fleſb, all Mankind would 
neceſſarily fall in love with it. But now the Senſual 
Man can perceive no ſuch matter, but that to 
the beſt of his Skill in Phyſtognomy,. the lewdeſt Sin- 
ner (unleſs it be here and there a Carcaſs rotted 
with Luſt, or bloated with Drunkenneſs) makes 
as.handſome a Figure as the ſtricteſt Saint. But 
to alluſtrate the Caſe by an eafie Compariſon, 
Haw many are there who can make themſelves 
merry with the Name of the Devil, and ſpeak of 


him in a pleaſant jocular way; (nay, I wiſh no- 


thing 


\ 


42 The Folly f SIN. 

ing ſo monſtrous had ever been heard) drink an 
Health to him: Whereas ſhould he perſonal] 
APPEAr to them, there is no doubt *twould quaſ) 

ir Mirth, and make their Blood curdle in their 
Veins. So could Sin once be view'd in its own 
Shape; thoſe who now make a mock at it, would 
flee from it as from the Face of a Serpent, their 
evil Genius could not more affright them; and 

would readily confeſs, It is worſe than all th: 
Ewvils that ever befell them from their Touth up. 

The 5th and laſt Cauſe that I ſhall mention, 
and indeed the moſt univerſal Cauſe, why Men 
make a Mock at Sin, is a ſtrong ſettled Unbelief 
of a future Judgment, and the Eternal Torments 
denounc'd in Scripture as the Portion of Uubelie- 
vers; an Unbelief fo common, that I may fay of 
ours: as the Satyriſt of his Days, eſſe aliquos manes 
vix pueri credimt; an Unbelief fo deeply rooted, 
that no force of Reafon, no light of Revelation, 
is able to overcome; and as our Saviour affirms 
in the Parable, Luke 16. Neither will they be per- 
ſwaded tho one roſe from the Dead. That this is the 
cauſe fine qui mon {as the Schools term it) the 
Cauſe without which it could never be, is beyond 
diſpute; for who that allew'd a bare Poflibility. 
much more a Certainty of fuch a State, would 


run the riſque on't ? No, ſurely in vain is the Net 


ſpread in the fight of any Bird. Tho' we allow'd 
them the odds of ten thouſand to one, the braveſt 
Sinner would not take his chance for it; much 
leſs dally with Sin, and ſpoFt himſelf with bis own 
Damnation. No, as ſoon would they take a Lion 
by the Tooth, or a Bear by the Beard; as ſoon 
would they affront a Tyrant in the midſt of his 
Guards, or a Captain of a Banditti at the 8 

Us 
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his Rufhans, as trifle with, and mock at this Ri 
of Terrors, with Death, and Hell, and Eternity 
it its Heels. *Tis not an excels of Courage but 
Infidelity, not a fearleſe but a faithlsſs Spirit that 
makes em ſo fool-hardy. But what ground the 
have for ſuch a ſturdy Confidence I am not able 
to conceive: That God has fill'd his Word, and 
very often the Conſciences of notorious Sinners 
with theſe awful threats of Eternal Judgment and 
Vengeance, is matter of fact; and no one ever 
pretended to deny it. And I cannot unagine a- 
ny reaſon why we ſhould not think him in 
earneſt. That he is able to deſtroy both Body and 
Hul in Hell, is abundantly plain from that abſo- 
lute Power he exerciſes over us even at preſent ; 
who, as he could make us exiſt without our leave 
or conſent, ſo he can keep us in Being, and Mi- 
fry too, whether we will or no. And as for his 
WAL, if it were not fully reſolved upon the Point, 
he need not, and would not have declar'd it to 
the World; and ſo made himſelf liable to the 
charge of Fickleneſs and Irreſolution. 

Tho if he were ſuppos'd to relent, as not ha- 
ving the Heart (may ſome perhaps imagine) to 
execute ſo ſevere a Sentence; there is a better Ex- 
pedient to ſalve his Truth and Honour, without 
any prejudice to his Pity and Goodneſs, or his 
Juſtice and Holineſs either; and that is by ma- 
king the change, not on his part, but on ours; 
by reclaiming us (as he can with eaſe) at preſent, 
and not by remitting the Sentence hereafter. 
Thus much Reaſon tells us, He would not have 
threaten'd unleſs he meant to fulfill ; at leaſt he 
would prevent it in time, and not let things 
come (as we fee they often do) to * 

1 g 


Hie that ruleth over Men' muſt be Fuſt; or elſe hi 
Authority would ſoon fall into Contempt, ant 
be trampled upon by every infolent Offender 
Wherefore even Human Laws, and the Power 
that are on Eurth, tho liable (as all Things and 
Perſons here) to Slackneſs, Partiality, and Cor 
ruption, for the moſt part ſtrike ſure, and even 
or a ſingle Offence the Vages of Sin and Death; 
and what may we then expect from Juſtice it (li 
for thouſands of repeated Crimes and Contempt 
hut a Judgment worthy of God: For ſhall morta 
Man, Job 4. 17. be more juſt than God? fhall a un 
be more pure than bis Maker © Shall ſintul Duſt 
and Aſhes expreſs a greater zeal againſt Sin than 
the Holy God who is of purer Eyes than to beholl 
Evil, and cannot look upon Iniquity © Indeed the 
only account I can give of this wretched Secur 
ty, (and that a very lame one) is, that they 
have ſinn'd themfelves into a fond Prefumptio 
of Impunity; they have been ſo long us d t 
make a — of Kin, that as if all muſt needs b 
of their mind, they fancy that God will make 
light of it too: at leaſt will never call em to: 
ſerious Rechoniug for what they committed in je 
or at random; which is juſt for all the world, 
as if a Criminal ſhould hope to find Favour d 
the ſudge, becauſe he has no manner of awe up 
on him; no regard to his Perſon, nor reſpect t1 
the Court; hut carries it with an Air of Impu- 
dence and Unconcern; (a proper Motive (as 1! 


i& Wo 


not) to excite Compaſſion?) and yet this ſturdy I 
Behaviour ot the Unbelieving World is the only; ih 
Objection: that I know of which can ſhock out But 
belief of the Eternal Fudgement. f 1 7 7 0 It ol 


But after all, if God thould prove as gOOd 3 
\ 1: 


— 
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z word (and who knows but he may) if he will 
ot be jeer d out of his Juſtice; if he do continue 


Ife hi 


t ant 
r, ithful,..and cannot himſelf, nor our Unbelief 
— le his Truth of none 9 ſtands refolv'd to 


auler to every Man according to bis Works ; then I 


ang 

ay ſay with the Apoſtle, Bebold ye Deſpiſers, and 
d — — and per iſh | Then they have yr a hope- 
Death Wu Game ont, and mock'd to ſome purpoſe! 
it Men the Scorner will be torc'd to — 4 or ra- 


empt er plead guilty to that Indictment, Eccl. 10.13. 
Morta 
la un 
Dutt 
n than 
beholl 


ed the 


id. of bis talk is miſchievous Madneſs : Which 
nngs me to | We 
The zd and laſt Head propos'd, which is but 
ur Text revers'd ar plac'd in another poſture; 
Fools make a mock at Sin, ſo they who make a 


Secure at Sin are Fools. But here we mult expect a 
t they out Reſentment, and a rough Reply; ſuch an 
nptico front will not be eaſily taken, nor ever for- 
18 d ren; If we ſay they are graceleſs or deſperately 
eds Micked, they will not endeavour to wath off this 
ake u ſperſion; nor do they think it worth confuting: 
n to Dey are willing enough to be thought as bad or 


orſe than they are; for they declare their Sin as 
dom, and hide it not. But to be branded for 
vols upon that account from whence they affect 
te Reputation of J/7ts, and ſet up for Men of 


in jel 
world, 
our 0! 


we ſe, is the greateſt Baulk, the worſt Diſappoint- 
Imp ent that could befall them. This is the only 

(is it 15 upon which they can ſhew their Parts, 
urch little D 6ONt it moſt miſerably betray's 
> only ſhallowneſs of their Underſtandings. 


K ou But that we do them no wrong, nor call them 
Pod. a5 
20 


he 


he beginning f his words is Fooliſhneſs, and the 


t of their Names, I appeal to all the thinking 
rt of Mankind. For what ſurer Mark can there 


rightly conſidered) are the only ſerious Actions 
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be of a Fool than an unſeaſonable and unſeen} 
Mirth; a frothy wanton Behaviour on the ny} 
ſad and folemm Occafion # when the Heart of the 
Wiſe is in the Houſe of Mourning, the Heart of Book i 
in the Houſe of Mirth. What plainer ſign of child. 
iſn Ignorance than to play with Ed; d- tools? It i 
ſport to a Fool, ſays Solomon, to do Miſchief; and 
what is of ſo miſchie vous Conſequence as Sin, 
both to themſelves and all about ein? for ſcorn: 
ful Men, Prov. 29. 8. bring a City into a Snare; an; 
one Simmer deſtroys much Good. Upon what occaſi. 
on are they ever like to be Serious who can make 
themſelves merry with their Sins? which (if 


they were ever guilty af in their Lives , the ref 
are meer Impertinencies, and turn to no manner 
of account; theſe turn to ſome, to a very great, 
but *tis a fad and dreadful Account. 

The Crafty Counſellor , the Old Serpent, who 
ſets them on to make a mock at Sin, knows bet. 
ter himſelf, however he thinks fit to have them 
affected: He is not fo frolickſome as to play with, 
his Chains, thoſe Chains of Darkneſi wherein h: is fed 
reſery'd unto Judgment; but in ſober ſadneſs be. Le: 
lieves and trembles. He could tell them if it were All 
for his turn, ſach travical Stories of Sin as would fier 
dry up their merry vein; and turn it into the U 
d Melancholy; as would make their Hair Ti 
ſtand an end, and their very Hearts bleed within Wi 
them. He could acquaint them what a diſmal Ow 
change it made in himſelf and his Fellow-Apo- 
ſtates! how it tirn'd them in an inſtant from An. 
gels to Devils, from the brighteſt Stars in Heaven 
to the blackeſt Brands in Hell; how it plung d 
them at once from the heighth of h and 

ory, 


*h (if 
Cons 
e reſt 
anner 
great, 


„ who 
8 bet- 
> them 
7 with 
He is 
eſs be- 
t were 
would 
to the 
Hair 
vithin 
diſmal 
-Apo⸗ 
m Au. 
leaven 
lung d 
{s and 
Glory, 


The Folly of SIN. 47 


23 the loweſt Abyſs of Shame and Miſe- 
1 art thou fallen from Heaven, O Luci 
gu ef the Morning © how but by Sin? This harrid 
Cloud eclips d his riſing Glories, and chang d 
that beautiful promiſing Day into the blackeſt 
Shades of Eternal Nighlt. $124 

But all this our Scorners will take time to Be- 
lievez and the time will come when they thall be- 
lieve it in ſpite of themſelves. In the mean while 
let us take a view of the Havock it has made, the 
Tragedies it has ated on the Stage of this lower 
World : * which Unbelief it ſelf can raiſe 
no Cavil, find no Exception; and iniquity muſt fto 
its mouth. For we know, ſays the Apoſt] which 
is more than Belief, Rom. 8. 22: That the whole 


Creation h and travaileth in pain together un- 
til now. All Creatures ſeem to ſympathize with 
our Sorro do Pennance tor the Sins of Man. 


And ſhall he alone make Merry with Sin, tor whoſe 
fake the whole World about him is in deep 
Tis this only troubler of our Peace that has rai- 

fed a mutiny among the Elements, and broke the 
League eſtabliſht among them at the Creation. 
All the Storms and Hurricanes, Earthquakes and 
fiery Eruptions that have ever infeſted this lower 
Globe were rais'd by this accurſed Ipcendiary. 
Tis Sin alone that chang'd our Paradiſe into a 
Wilderneſs, nay a Dungeon, almoſt a Purgatory ; 
'twas this that blaſted our beautitul Spring, and 
nipt our Happineſs in the Bud. Jer. 5. 25. Tour 
mquities have turned away theſe things, and our ſms 
haue withbolden good things from us : Curſed is the 
Earth on the account of Sin, and ſtockt with Thorns 
and Briars inſtead of the Fruits, and Flywers of E- 
71 en. 
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den! They are the umwholeſom vapors of Sin 
that like a black damp from the bottomleſs Pic 
have ſb often tainted ur purer Air; that inſtead 
ef the Breath of Life, we draw the contagious blaſts 
of Death. Tis this accurſed Fury, this Houtefen 
that has ſo often embroiled Mankind, and ſet 
them together by the Ears: That has fill d the 
World with Blood; and C ruel ; with Violence 
and Spoil, and laill wa je ſo muy ful Cities in- 
ta vun heaps, and made the whole Earth a Gol 
gat ha and Aceldema, a Field of: Blood. From _ 
ame li urs and Fightings among yon, come. th 

hence even of. your Luſts? Io her 'a-fad pa — 
Sin brought us, when the Ambition of one proud 
Tyrant ſhalt coſt Millions of Lives, Reggar whole 
C -ountries, and fill the reſt with Terror and Con- 
taſion. © In 4 word, if this be not the common 
Peſt and Incentliary, the Miſtreſs of Miſrule, the 
Author of all- our Miſchiets, the.Cauſe of all our 
Calamities; then where, and who is it? 

Whence proceeded that univerſal Deluge tha 
wathtaway all Mankind, as it were at one Spring: 
tide, but from the over -floxwings of © Ungudline/s? 
"Pwas Sin that pluck d 1 the. Flood· gates and let 
it in upon the Earth. What Wage the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrha into 1 + but Wa 
that burneth like fre? 

But if theſe Inſtances ſou too remote, of too 
long ſtandi ng, and therefore too uncertain to at- 
fect our unbelieving Hearts, we ſhall not need to 
look ſo far back; there being numberleſs of 
a mich freſher date, and many which our-own 
experience can furniſh us with to the ſame ſad 
purpoſe. All the Judgments both and 
r which we ever read or heard of, all the 

| frre 


ſurpriſing Accidents and ſad Diſaſters, all the 
les of Horror, which ger Day in ſome 
or other produces in ſuch p ny that we 
may eaſily come to the knowledge o and 
cannot- ſometimes (tho we would) decline or o- 
verloo k them; ſerve as a Cloud of Witneſſes to at- 
teſt and proclaim the Point we are upon, viz. 
the pernicious Influences of Sin. We need not 
look out for Objects of this kind, they too often 
meet us at our Doors, and croſs us in our Streets. 
Sickneſs and Poverty, Trouble and ſore Travail, 
are the moſt familiar Spectacles in Nature; and 
we need not go to Priſons or Gallies, to Hoſpitals 
or Peſthonſes to find them; the whole Earth being 
pl ——— 3 of ny * 1 Ker 
what deterves the greateit pity ot all, 10 - 
ing ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures, och will —— 
and ſuddenly end in unthought of, and therefore 
more unſufferable Lor ments. 

With what acute Pains; and lingring Maladies 
are our very Bodies often afflicted? There is not 
one Veſſel, or part of them, but may be, and of- 
ten is made the Seat of ſome Pain or Diſtemper 
ſufficient to blaſt the Pleaſure, and ſower the En- 
joyments of our whole Life: Of all which it may 
be truly ſaid, either as to the immediate or pri- 
2 Our Bones are full of the Sins x our. 


But how much more are our Souls expos'd? how 
do they lie to the ſecret but ſearching Strokes 
a provok'd God? The aus of a Man will ſuſtain 
bis Infirmities, but a wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
How often do the Arrows of God flick faft in us, the 
Poiſon whereof dvinketh. up our Spirits? One while 
we are perplext with diſtracting Doubts, another 
ry Wich * Fears; anon over- 


whelm'd 


o 
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whely'd with. mortal Sadneſs, and walk ſoftly iy 
the | Bitterneſs of our Souls. And how often is Con- 
ſcience let Jooſt upon! us to convinee us of Guilt, 
— amuſe us with a frarful looking for of Judgment 
fery Inflignation, ſo firmly are Sin and Sorrow 
combin'd, ſo tally is that Sentence verifyd on 
fallen Man, Fob 14.22: But bis Fleſb po him ſhall 
have pain, bud bis Soul wit hin him ſhall mourn. 

And where can we lay the blame? whom can 
we charge as the procurer of our Sufferings, the 
ſource of all dur Soxrows ? *Tis not that Nature 
(as ſome fondly dream) is a Stepdame to Man, 
and uſes him worſe than the reſt of her Family; 
nor does God deſpiſe the Work of his Handi and de- 
light to aſſict the Children of Men, much leſs doth 
Aſtidtion yome forth of the Ground, or Trouble ſpring 
ont of the Di; tho Man be born to trouble as the 
Spur ks fly . ; but if we will aſſign the true 
Cauſe, an lay the fault in its proper place; 
Fer. 4. 18. Thy ways and thy doings have procured 
thoſe things, this is thy Wickedneſs becauſe it is bit- 
ter, becanſs it reacheth unto the Heart , and conſe- 
quently this ſhould be the burthen of our Com- 
plaint (if we complain at all Lam. 5. 16. Wo 
unto us that we hive ſumed; for this our Heart 15 
faint, for theſe things dur Eyes are dim. 

But yet there is one Evil ſtill behind, and of 
all the moſt infallibly certain. For the wages of 
tm is death, and the fling of death is jm. 
of all Enemies the moſt frightful to Nature, but 


— 


to a Sinner (while yet in his Sims) unconceivably 


terrible. This is tlie Firſt- born of Sin, and its 
moſt genuine undoubted Off: ſpring. For Sin en- 
tered into the world, aud death by far, "and ſo death 
paſt upon all foruſmuch as all Jave'finmed. It could 
never have got entrance, mueli leſs footing aer 


? F * 


This is 


Wanner * 
2 Die Folly of SIN. a 
ener ener $5 I. INK 
on- Wl if Sin had not open d, the breach and {6 
Ut, brought its firſt Begotten * . Warld, nor 
ent WF could it have faſten'd upon us, till thus diſarm d. 
ow bound Hand and Foot, and laid, at its oe” But: 
on Wl now it reigns without Controul, finds us an eaſic 
ball unreſiſt ing Prey, and ſweeps. us away by. Shoals. 

Fob 24. 19. 45 dranght and heat conſume the _ſnow- 
can waters, ſo 4065 the grave thoſs which have ſinned; the 
the Grave we are ſure will deyour gur Bodies, and *tis 
ure well if our Souls eſeape the more cruel, Jaws of 
an, the Bottomleſs-pit ; the 1nfinitely more bitter Pains 
ly; of the {ond Death, adder een 
de- And now is Sin with, all this frightful train a 
toth contemptible Foe? Is this a laughing Matter ? A 
ing thing to be mockt at? Are fluch edged Tools fit 
the to be play d with? And is he not worſe than ad, 
true who cafteth theſe Firebrands. Arrows, aud Death, and 
ice; faith” am I not in Sport? It may well ſtir our Sor- 
ured rows, raiſe our Anger to the heighth of Indigna- 
tion, awaken our Fears, or provoke ns to Jealouſy - 
nle- But who could ever imagine it ſhould tickle our 
om- Spleen, and fill ou Mouth with Langbter? May we 
"Wo I not truly fay of this Laughter it in Mad, and of this 
Tt 5 Mirth what 28th it 7 of 1 * <n 

One would think we have ſen enough already 
to change our Note, and affect us as the Caſe and 
the Apoſfle® requires, Ja. 4. 9. He affiidted and 
mourn and weep: let your laughter be turned into 
mourning, and your joy to heapineſs. But we have not 
ſeen the worſt of it yet. Thoſe I have hitherto | 
recounted” are but the firſt Acts of this Tragedy ; 
but the beginning of Sorrows, the laſt aud ſaddeſt 
s ſtyl behind; wherein, its accurſed Power and. 
Malignity are ſeen in utmoſt perfection; that S 
might appear exceeding. os J. I mean not only 11 
the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the rig . 
| E 2 Juag- 
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udgment of God (for who knoweth the Power of hi. 
— ?) But in the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt; 
the blackeſt Tragedy that ever was acted, and (all 
things conſider d) even Hell it ſelf, the 7 17 
Seat of Sin, where it ſits in Triumph, and di. 
Pays its frightful Conqueſts; cannot preſent us 
1 


a more aſtoniſhing Inſtance of its fatal and 


deſtructive Fury. For what is the Ruine of ſome 
created Beings, were they an hundred times more 
than they are, were it the whole Creation toge- 
ther campar'd with the Sufferings of the Eternal 
Son of God? One drop of whole precious Blood is 
of greater value than the whole Maſs of Nature. 
Let us but hear him crying to us from the Croſs 
in thoſe pathetick Words, Lam. 1. 12. 1s it nothing 
to you all ys that paſs by, behold, and ſee if there be a. 
7 ſorrow like unto my forrow---- Wherewith the Lord 
ath aſflidt ed me in the day of his fierce anger? From a- 
bove hath he ſent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth 
againſt them. Let us ſteadily view it in his Agonies 
gud or ments, in his bloody Sweat, and dying Pangs, 
et us attentively hear it in his ſtrong Cries and la/ 
Groans, there let us behold its Countenance, there 
Tet us bear its Voice, and then tell me if its Voice 
be ſweet, and its Countinance comely, or rather the 
one the moſt ghaſtly Sight, the other the moſt 
diſmal Sound that ever wounded the Eyes, or 
pierc't the Ears of the Sons of Men. 
And it Sin could make ſuch cruel Havock on 
his not only Innocent but Divins Perſon, where it 
had nothing of its own to faſten upon, where no- 
thing could ſtick but by Imputation from us: (for 
tbe Prince of this World cometh, ſays our Saviour 
before his Paſſion, aud bath nothing in me.) How 
will it rage in its own; Element? How fiercely 
will it prey on ſuch ſuitable Fuel, as ſinful Du 
Wy is | ; W 8 r 
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and Aſhes, which is like Stubble fully dry before the de- 
Grin e: And to uſe our Sid b Words 
upon this very Occaſion, Luk, 23. 31. For if they have 
dane theſe things in a green tree, what ſhall be ; 


3 


the weakeſt Folly. If Sin be indeed fo light a Matter as 
the World makes of it, we might well ask that Queſtion 
of Judas , To what prrpoſe is all this waſt ? And conclude, 
that St. Peter gave him the beſt Advice, Maſter ſpare t 
felf For what need all this ado about it? Sure God m 
very free ot his Son's Sufferings, he no leſs of his 
Blood, and Life, and Glory; to expiate that at ſo dear 
2 Rate, which might have been wip't away with a wet 
nk —— wy then der aal abundant 5 
that of the Prophet 1/azah, 63. 2. fore 
art thou Nd in thine el? and thy Garment like 
him that treadeth in the Wine-fat ? What need all this 
Blood and Sweat, this Toil and Travel, to take away 
Sin, ſince Man can ſo eaſily Laugh it away, and Jeſt it 
into nothing. Sure he mult be ſtrangely overſeen to be at 
all this Expence for a thing of nought, and make ſuch a 
folemn buſineſs of what the World reckons a meer trifle : 
If it were not a great and certain Truth, Heb. 9. 22. That 
without ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion. 

Having gone thro the ſeveral Heads propos d; and 
ſhewn both the horrid Impiety, and wretched Folly of 
making a mock of Sin; it remains in the laſt place to 
make ſome Application of what has been ſaid, as a clolſa 
to the foregoing Diſcourſe. 3 

And my firſt Uſe ſhall be by ay of Reflection upon 
what our daily Experience too fully acquaints us with 
ot this kind. And indeed, did not that fadly aſſure us 
that theſe things are ſo, we might juſtly Queſtion whe- 
ther there were any ſuch deſperate Prophanenels to be 
found in the Wocld. For if we abſtractly confider the 
Nature of this Sin, as it is in it ſelf, its Cauſes, and its 
Conſequences : What a dreadtul Guilt it involves us in; 
how Dun it incenſes the Divine Majeſty; what ſlender 
Satisfaction it can yield; and how little Temptation we 
an haye to commit it: And how utterly inconſiſtent 
| | n | vpon 


in 
Charge either God or Man with 


x ed r 
at. 
upon all theſe Accounts, it pit ; as well with Rez: 
On, as Grace: We wight Ti GL be that ho tes. 
fonable Creature can be Guilty of it; that it could never 
enter into the Heart of Man, to contrive ſo (ure a Me- 
thod for bringiag.down..on his on Head ſwitt Deſtru- 
ction, and ſealing, himſelf, (as it were) to the. day of 
Damnation. That tha he might be over - born by the 
ſtrength of Corruption, | the heat of Luſt, or the wiles 
of Satan, and (ſometimes beguild by the deceittulneſs 
of Sin; yet that he could never be ſo far bewitcht by 
this Sorcereſs, as to play with the Inſtruments of Death, 
and ſport himfelf with his own Perdition. One would 
think twere enough for the moſt daring Sinner to ven- 
ture upon the Commiſſion. of it, 4 far-to try the 
Patience of God; and not to . widen. the Breach, and 
make his Caſe deſperate | by adding Rebellion to his Sin, 
and e Hands againſt God That it might well 
ſuffice hiu 10 eie) the. pleaſures of sin for 4 ſeaſon, with- 
out bidding def 0e to his Maker, and playing the 
Wanton with his Crimes; and ſo rendring that an Act 
of higbeſt Malice and Preſumption, which. might o- 
therwiſe perhaps be imputed to à guſt of Paſſion, or a 
flip of Infirmity. That any one. ſhould be ſo prodigal of 
his Soul, fo greedy of Damnation, as not to lay aſide 
this meer (uperfluity of Naughtineſs,-which might be 
n the leaſt abatement even of his ſintul Plea- 
ure; and ſerves to no ĩmaginable purpoſe but to inflamc 
the reckoning, and leave him without excuſe, is ſuch a 
wild; extravagant, unaccountable Humot, as may even 
ſtagger our. Faith to believe. 

But there's no diſputing againſt Matter of Fact; ab 
eſſe ad poſſe, is an undenſable concfufion and Reaſon 
how plauſible ſoeyer muſt be filenc'e when Experience 
plainly confronts it: For I may wly ay with 70 17. 2 
Ave there not mothers with me, aud Aoth not mine eye con. 
ninue in 1: cir provocation? Do we not fee, and hear e- 
very day the ſicentious Sallies of this impious Phrenzy ; 
which proves St. Jude no leis a Prophet than an Apoſtle, 
v.18. That there ſhould be mockers. in the laſt time who 
ſhonld walk after their. own udgodly luſte. From the 
(Wart of which Vermin wherewith we are ** tis 

1 plain, 
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of Ages, upon whom the ends of the World are come, For 


how. many are there amongſt us, Who to uſe that Ex- 


fon in Job, Drink. up ſcornim like water? Who 
bean catching — 2 to ſhew their Wit, and 
avingly make ſpor 
went about to encounter it by a ſerious Reproof, but 
fund Champions enow to engage him, and elude his 
„ „ 8 or Reproots, by a profane and wanton 
Drollery. , 1 1 


that we arefallen into the dregs of time, the Sink 


tof any mention of Sin? Who never 


And if this were the worſt, it they were content to act 


only upon the defenſive, we might hope there were 


ſome imall remainder of Modeſty. But thats not e- 


nough to approve their Zeal, and torwardnels in their 


Maſter's Cauſe; unleſs they become the Aggreſſors, make 


the Challenge, and even force their. vile Opinions upon 


all Companies; and to our ſhame. be it ſpoken, there 


are found but few who dare make Head againſt them, 
while :hey bend their Tongue as their Bom fer Lies, ſew 
are valiant for the Truth upon Earth; fe but who ei- 
ther by a ſhameful ſilence betray the Cauſe of God, and 
ſo purely join with his Enemies ; or elle oppole ſo faint- 
ly, as it they had a mind to be overcome, and ſo em- 
bolden them to further Vngodlineſs whereby wicked Men 
aud Seducers wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being 
deceived. Which brings me to 

The 24 part of the Charge, which I fear will reach 
moſt of us, viz. That if we are not Principals in this 
high Crime by an actual Prophaneneſs, yet we are Ac- 
Gries to it by failing in our known Duty, and giving 
the Adverſamj occaſion to luſult and Blaſpheme, Were 
there not a general failure in this Reſpect, tis impoſſible 


this peſtilent Humour ſhould get to ſuch an head, and 


have ſo wide a ſpread amongſt us. For having (as I have 
ſhewn) no ſhadow of Reaſon, no ſpark of Common 


Senſe, no glimmering of Wit, and nothing but Noiſe 


and Nonſenſe, Laughter and Impudence to ſupport it, 


it would ſoon be baffled, did it meet with any vigorous | 


hnoh ©. 
For could any one do we think play the Frantick fo 
wildly, affect (ach a ridiculous Singularity as to make 
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„and ecaſt in the „aud poſſeſt 

wick the ſme Principles, ſhould To: Mel differ in their 
timents, and Demeanor, or if they e they'd have more 
it and Manners than to ſhe w ir, did we expteſs that juſt 

Jadignation which the Caſe requires. Ih certain we arc 

influenc't by Example chan g, pa, more deference to 


* 


more , 
2 Mens Senſe, and àfe rather Þ apt o tu, and at 


| as thoſe about us. For Inſtance, di ever know any Man 
* in his Sentes go laughing or dancing h 4 Funeral, ard in- 
4 terrupt the mournful Solemnity with merry Frolicks? ve. 
1 did we ever ſee that was not Mad, or Drunk, play ah 
F Tricks at a' publick and terrible Execution, and endeavour 


R to raiſe in the Spettators an Unnatural Mirth upon ſo ad 
| an Occa ſion, while all che reſt Sigh and ſhake their Heads, 
bk. and tho'Eliphaz.cells Fob, $+.22. At deſtrufion and fa vine 
F thou ſhalt. laugh, (that is be nor per na? T believe ſcarce 
i | any one has been known to make himfelt Merry with ſuch 
publick Calamities, ooo Oo 

| From whenoe it A plain; chat if others expreſt chat ab 
| ; h6rrence of Sin, and ⁊cal to Diſcountenance and Suppreſ:.', 


. 


l that becomes us; the very lighteſt Wanrons, if it were bu 
* tor Shame of the World, Would quickly refrain ar leaf 
1 from making à mock at it, Iniquliy would be forc't to /i-* 
| its Mouth, and draw in its Head, it not with ſhame to go of 
% the Stage.» We ſhould not ſee Mankind quite concrarily 
* fected at: the ſame ching; like Democritus, and Heraclitu:, 
the one half Mourning, and the other | Laughing at che 
| wickedtiefs, of the Age. So shat out fotriſh unconcern 
* the main cauſe of their outragious Madneſs; while Wwe c 

| preſs no ſeroius Aſſection they are emboldened to ſhew ir 

I urmeſt Contempt. Whereas did we demean our ſelves 
1 the Caſe requires, their ſenfeleſs Mirch would be ſoon 
quaſnt, or pùs out of Countenance: W hen” Singers enrice 

us, did we Anſwer as Foſtph to his Miſtreſs,” How can I 4 

this great Wickedneſs and Sin again/t God * it would ſoon i 

waken their Conſcience; and much. more if we. threaten d 
cm with the Sword of the Magiſtrate (and if this will noc 
| bo ht dd make our actual Appeal to him) in thoſe Words of the 
=  ,Apallle, with which I ſhall conclude, 0. 13 4. But if tho! 
1 es which is Evil be e beareth not the Sof 


be i the mie Revenge to execur” 
\ Wrath fen him that TE: - g 
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